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Buzz over BJP-BJD ties before

polls as PM calls Pa

& Hemanta Pradhan

Bhubaneswar: PM Naren-
dra Maodi's visit to Odishaon
Saturday added grist toswir-
ling speculation about a po-
tential alliance between BJD
and BJP ahead of Lok Sabha
elections, as both he and CM
Maveen Pammaik displayed
rare bonhomie during an
event at [IM Sambalpur.

“Ddisha BOVErnor
Raghubar Das ji, CM and
my mitra (friend) Shriman
Maveen Patnaik ji. It's a re-
markable day in the jour-
ney of development in Od-
isha,” Modi said, while in-
augurating the permanent
campus of IIM Sambalpur
from where he launched
projects worth Rs 68,000
crore for the state,

In response, Naveen
praised Modi for India’s ec-
onomic progress, “ Honour-
able PM has set a new direc-
tion for India. We are on the
path to become an econom-
ic powerhouse,” he said.

tnaik ‘mitra’

-—.i

PM Karendra Modi with Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik while launching
projects worth Rs 68,000 crore, in Sambalpur on Saturday

Later, at a public meeting
in Sambalpur, Modi re-
frained from targeting Na-
veen or BJD and highlighted
achievements and schemes
of Centre, benefiting vari-
oussectionsof society in Od-
isha over the past decade,

Despite the aggressive
approach of state B.JP lead-
ers towards Naveen, the
central  leadership has
maintained a softer stand.

The political dvnamics
gained significance due to
Naveen's support for Modi

govt on contentions legisla-
tions, presidential elections,
policies, and his high rating
(8outof 100 of PM's perform-
ance, This led to speculation
about a potential BJD-BJP
alliance in Odisha, reminis-
cent of their coalition govt
firomn 3000 to 2009,
Meanwhile, Congress
Odisha in-charge Ajov Ku-
miar said, “ We solemnised a
marriage between BJD and
B.JP. Modi's silence on Na-
veen and BJD proved that
they areno longer rivals.”
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INAUGURATES IIM SAMBALPUR CAMPUS

PM unveils projects worth Rs 68K cr
in Odisha, says will benefit youths

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Prime Miinis-
ter Narendra Modi on Satur-
day inaugurated and laid the
foundation stones for projects
worth over Rs 68,000 crore in
Odisha.

Besides inaugurating the
400-crore permanent campus
of IIM, Sambalpur, he unveiled
several infrastructure projects
in various sectors, such as
power, roads and railways, in
the state. He had laid the foun-
dation stone for the IIM cam-
pus in 2021.

After unveiling 18 projects
in the state, the Prime Miinister
said, “These projects will bene-
fit the youth of Odisha and will
create employment opportuni-
ties. The Centre is supporting
QOdisha in every sector”

The development works,
which are either being inaugu-
rated or for which the founda-
tion stones are being laid, will

PM Modi with Odisha Governor Raghubar Das, Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik during
the inauguration of 1IM campus in Sumbalpur, on Saturday PTI

give a significant boost to the
state’s progress, he said during
the function.

“Today is a significant occa-
sion for the development jour-
ney of Odisha as development
projects worth nearly Rs 70,000
croreare launched,” Modi said.

Speaking after inaugurating
the [IM, Sambalpur campus, he
said when an institution like

this gets a modern campus, it
leads to several benefits.
“Students from all over
India will come here to study.
It will also improve the local
economy and make Sambalpur
a hub for learning,” Modi said
The PM also claimed that
the eastern state has greatly
benefited from the policies
made by the Central govern-

ment in the last 10 years.

He asserted that the goal
of “a Viksit Bharat can only
be achieved if all the states are
developed”. The Prime Miinis-
ter flagged off the Puri-Sone-
pur-Puriweekly express, which
will improve connectivity in
the region, and dedicated the
Jharsuguda Head Post Office
Heritage Building to the nation.

He also inaugurated the
412-km Dhamra Angul pipe-
line section of the Jagdishpur-
Haldia and Bokaro-Dhamra
pipeline project (JHBDPL).

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, Governor
Raghubar Das and Union min-
isters Dharmendra Pradhan,
Bishweswar Tudu and Ashwini
Vaishnaw were present at the
function. The Prime Miinister
also assured the people of Odi-
sha that the Central govern-
ment will continue to work for
the development of the state at
the same pace.

PM Modi on 2-day
Assam trip; to unvell
projects worth
Rs 11,600 crore

GUWAHATTI: Prime Miin-
ister Narendra Modi on Sat-
urday reached Guwahation
a two-day trip during which
he will meet the BJP’s state
core committee and roll out
development projects worth
nearly Rs 11,600 crore.
PMlandedatthe Lokpriva
Gopinath Bordoloi Inter-
national Airport here from
Qdisha. Modiwill address a
public meeting at 11.30am
on Sunday at the Veteri-
nary College Playground in
Khanapara, from where many
state and Central projects
will be unveiled.  AGENCIES
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‘Modi’s guarantee’
works for the poor:

PM at Odisha rally

Debabrata Mohanty
letters@hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR/GUWAHATI: The
guarantee of development is not
a hollow poll promise but an
assurance that will be fulfilled,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said on Saturday at a public
meeting in Odisha — his first
ahead of the upcoming Lok
Sabha and state assembly elec-
tions.

“Modi’s guarantee means
guarantee pura hone ki guaran-
tee (the fulfilment of a promise).
Modi’s guarantee works for
those who do not have anything.
Two days ago, the interim bud-
getwas presented and it aims to
empower the poor, women,
youth and others. This budget
guarantees everybody’s develop-
ment,” he said.

Speaking at the “Modi Guar-
antee Samavesh (conclave)” in
Sambalpur town in western Odi-
sha, the PM said his vision was
to ensure that no one across the
country lives in temporary shel-
ters, as he talked about the devel-
opment work undertaken by the

continued on>7

Dharmendra Pradhan and Ashwini Vaishnaw on Saturday.  an
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MODI IN ODISHA

Bharatiya Janata Party-led
Union government.

“Over four crore poor families
have been provided their own
pucea houses in the country, of
which around 25 lakh beneficia-
ries are in Odisha. The Centre is
working for the beneficiaries
who have been left out. The Cen-
tre has announced to construct
two crore more houses in the
budget,” he said.

The BJP government is work-
ing to make lives of the people
easier and increase the income
of every individual, he said. “In
the last 10 years, electricity has
been provided to the areas
which were still in the dark.
Electricity has also reached 2.5
million families in Odisha. The
BJP also brought LED revolution
and now the party's efforts are
on to ensure that the electricity
bill of poor becomes zero.
Hence, rooftop solar power
scheme has been announced for
10 million families,” Modi said.

The BJP is providing free
ration and 35 million people in
Odisha do not have to think
about food for the next five
years, he added. The Prime Min-
ister also talked about the poli-
cies his government has intro-
duced for the benefit of migrant
workers and farmers.

“A lot of people from Odisha
are migrating and working in
large numbers in Gujarat and
contributing to the state’s devel-
opment. We have understood
the problems of the migrant
workers. Earlier, they were
deprived of having ration card of
a particular state. We have now
brought One Nation, One Ration
Card policy and the people of the
state will benefit from this,” he
said.

“In the past 10 years of our
government, Odisha paddy
farmers have got ¥1.10 lakh crore
towards MSP (minimum sup-
port prices). In this budget also,
several schemes have been
launched for the farmers
through which their income will
increase. PM Kisan Saman Nidhi
farmers have got direct benefits.
Around four million farmers
from Odisha have also benefited
from the scheme,” Modi said.

Talking about the tribal com-
munities, Modi said for years
they were neglected and used as
a vote bank. “I worked with tri-
bals for years together and today
the BJP government is giving
prominence to tribal develop-
ment, and the budget has been
increased in the last 10 years
towards the same. The BJP gov-
ernment is bringing the achieve-
ments of tribals and particularly
vulnerable tribal groups to the
fore in the nation’s develop-
ment,” he said.

He also said millions of people
from 1,700 (tribal) communities
will benefitin Odisha under the
PM Janman Yojana, which will
push development in the form of
employment and basic ameni-
ties including house, water and
roads.

Modi also hit outat the Oppo-
sition in his speech for allegedly
insulting President Droupadi
Murmu, a representative of the
tribal community.

“The entire world was listen-
ing carefully when she (Murmu)
addressed Parliament three days
ago. Butit was the Congress and
its allies who tried their best
against her and even insulted
her. It was not just an insult to
Droupadi Murmu ji; rather it
wasan insult to the entire tribal
community and also the people
of Odisha,” he said.

Earlier in the day, the PM
unveiled development projects
worth over 368,000 crore across
various sectors including educa-
tion, railways, and electricity. He
also inaugurated the ¥400-crore
permanent campus of the Indian
Institute of Management in Sam-
balpur for which he had laid the
foundation stone in 2021.

The Prime Minister laid the
foundation stone of multiple
power and railway projects.
Three road projects, constructed
by the National Highway
Authority of India (NHAI), were
also inaugurated by the Prime
Minister. Noting that the region
is known for its potential in min-
ing, power and steel industries,
Modi said new connectivity will
create possibilities for new
industries in the entire region,
thereby creating thousands of
new employment opportunities.

The Congress hit out at the
BJP, and the state’s ruling Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) soon after the
PM’s address at the inauguration
of TIM, Sambalpur, during which
Modi called chief minister
Naveen Patnaik his “mitra”
(friend).

“This proves that both BJD
and BJP are together, that's why
we organised their symbolic
marriage recently. They are in a
secret alliance and [close aide
VK] Pandian had set up the bond
by holding discussions with
Union home minister Amit
Shah. BJD is no more a different
party, it has now become BJP,”
All India Congress Committee
(AICC) Odisha in-charge Ajoy
Kumar.

Refuting the allegation, Odi-
sha BJP president Manmohan
Samal said, “He (the PM) has
indicated that some parties were
opposed to development works.
Now, the people can witness

what can be done for them, if
BJP forms government in the
state.”

Modji’s last public meeting in
the state was in April 2019 in
Kendrapara in the run-up to the
Lok Sabha polls and assembly
elections in Odisha, which were
held simultaneously. The Prime
Minister has visited the state
thrice since then but did not
address a rally. Parliamentary
and state assembly elections are
expected to be held in summer
this year.

The Prime Minister later in
the evening landed in Guwahati
as part of his two-day visit to
Assam. Chief minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma and governor
Gulab Chand Kataria received
the PM at Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International Airportat
around 6.30pm.

“Thousands assemble in Kha-
napara to illuminate 1,00,000
divas, welcoming and celebrating
the arrival of Hon'ble Prime Min-
ister Shri @narendramodi ji in
Assam. The joyous celebration
captures the spirit of #PMModi-
InAssam with splendid visuals,”
Sarma said in a post on X.

Modi is scheduled to visit
Kamakhya temple on Sunday
morning and lay the foundation
stones and inaugurate projects
worth 11,000 crore in the state,
according to Assam CM's office.

(With inputs from HTC and Agen-
cies)
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Silent on Patnaik rule, Modi targets
Congin first Odisharally after 2019

SUJIT BISOYI
BEHUBANESW AR, FEERUARY 3

IN HIS first public rally in Odisha
in five years, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
lashed out at the Congress for
“neglecting and insulting
Odisha", but remained silent
over the 24-year rule of the Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) led by Chief
Minister Naveen Pamaik.

It is another matter that the
Odisha BJP leaders have been
urging people tousher inchange
in the state in the upcoming si-
multaneous Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls, The BJP is the
principal Oppositionin thestate.

PM Modiaddressed the rally
immediately after he and CM
Patnaik shared a stage on adif-
ferent occasion — the inaugura-
tonoftheSambal pur campus of
the Indian [Institute of
Management (1IM), where the
PM hailed the BJD supremo as
“his friend”. Patmaik alsolauded
Modi, saying: “The PM hasset a
new direction for India and we
are on the path to becoming an
economic power house.”

Modi, who later addressed
the public meeting organised by
the state B[P at Remed in
Sambalpur, made his “guaran-
tee” pitch and listed his govern-
ment's contributionto Odisha in
different fields. He alsodrew a
comparison between the

& The Indian EXPRESS

PM Narendra Modi with Odisha Governor Raghubar Das, CM
Naveen Patnaik, Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, Union I-T Minister AshwiniVaishnaw during the
inauguration of [IM campus in Sambalpur, Saturday. P11

Centre'scontributionto the state
before 2014 and in the past 10
years under his rule.

PM Modi had last addressed
a public rally in the state at
Kendrapada on April 23, 2019,
before the fourth phase of
polling for the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, where hehad targeted
Patnaik over violence against BJP
workers. He had then charged
that “Bengal-typeviolence" had
been used in Odisha against hus
party's cadre, and that adminis-
trative officers had ignored it.

Months before, while ad-
dressinga rally atJharsugudaon
September 22, 2018, PM Modi
had attadked the Patnaik govern-
ment over alleged corruption.

“Without bribes and corruption,
it'snotpossible toget workdone
inOdisha,” Modi had alleged.

Even Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had dubbed Pamaik
as a “burnt transformer” before
the 2019 polls, and called the
people to oust the B]D govern-
ment

Itall changed after 2019 polls,
when the B]D extended support
to the Modi government inside
and outside Parliament on nu-
merous issues, including the
passage of key legislation and
the Presidential election. In re-
turn, it earned praise from the
PM in Parliament in February
2022 over the mining sector's
“reforms”.

Sun, 84 #ebruary 2024
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/74495249

Likewise, Amit Shah, during
his visit to Odisha in August last
year; hailed Pamaik as a“popular
CM" and lauded his steps indis-
aster management and contain-
ing of the “Maoist menace”, A
month later, Patnaik gave PM
Modi a ranking of 8/10 for his
foreign policies and steps taken
tofight corruption.

Modi's Sambal pur speech
Saturday was keenly watched by
the state BJP leaders, asitwasex-
pected to set the tone for the
party's campaign in Odisha for
the 2024 polls due in the next
two months.

Pointing out that Modi's at-
tack on the BJD government
would have boosted the morale
of the state BJP cadre ahead of
the polls, a senior B|P leader ad-
mitted that Patnaik has “close
ties” with the party high com-
mand. He, however, ruled out
speculation about any pre-poll
alliance betweenthe two parties.

Underlining the BJP's contri-
butions inOdisha, Modisaidit is
the BJP that had made a tribal
daughter of the state{ Droupadi
Murmu) the President of India,
and targeted the Congress and
itsallies for opposing her candi-
dature. “When she (President
Murmu) addressed Parliament
threedaysback, theentire world
listened to her every word. My
dear brothers and sisters, you
should remember that it's the
Congress and its allies that had

used all their might against
Droupadi Murmu,” said Modi.

“It wasn't only an insult to
Droupadi ji, but also an insult to
India's entire tribal community
and to Odisha," said Modi, while
projecting his government's push
for tribal welfare. He said Odisha
had to worry for its dues when
there was "Congress rule”in Delhi,
and assured that there will be no
dearth of money for Odisha’s de-
velopment under the BJPsrule.

Claiming that he visits
Odisha with a resolution to ac-
celerate thestate'sdevelopment,
he reminded people of visits by
Congress leaders before 2014 n
an apparent dig at Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi — who had
visited Kalahandi to support the
Dongria Kondh tribe in their
fight againstthe bauxite mining
project in Nivamgini Hills.

“These people used to visit
Kalahandito be photographed in
tribal hamlets, which would be
shown on TV and in newspapers,
projecting a poverty-stricken
imageofOdisha,” said Modj, ac-
cusing the Congress of having
madethebidsto deprive Odisha
of development.

Highlighting his govern-
ment's decision to confer the
Bharat Ratna on former Deputy
PM LK Advani, PM Modi hailed
the BJP stalwart's contributionto
popularising nationalist ideol-
ogy in the country besides op-
posing dynasty politics.

i)
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Must expand cooperation with nations
for ensuring faster justice delivery: Modi

Says rise in cryptocurrency and cyber threats posing new challenges

SATYA PRAKASH

THHMINE NEWS S e —

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY §
Highlighting the new chal
lenges posed by the nse in
cryptocwrrency  and  cyber
threats, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Saturday said the
challenges of the 21st century
could not be fought with a
20th-century  approach and
emphasised the need for
expanding cooperation
between nations for nvestiga-
tion and justice delivery:

Inaugurating the Common-
wealth Legal Education Asso-
ciation (CLEA) - Common-
wealth  Attorneys  and
Solicitors  General Confer-
ence here, the PM said,
“There is a need to rethink,
re-imagine and reform.”

He pointed out that in recent
times, the nature and scope of
crime had seen a radical
change and crimnals had
wide networks across various
countries and regions.

Noting that eriminals used
latest technology for both

The Tribune
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MODERNISING LAWS

@6 Our country is
modemising laws to
reflect the present day
realities. We have
used technology as
atool to reduce
litigations which eases

4 burden on the justice

delivery system.
Narendra Modi, rrme wsastes
<< PM Narendra Modi and

Justice DY Chandrachud at
an event in New Delhi. ani

economicorimesin one region
were being used to fund activi-
ties in otherregions, the Prime
Minister called for mod-
ermang legal systems to make
it more flexible and adaptable.

Talking about the theme of

the conference — ‘Cross-bor-
der challenges in justice deliv-
ery’, PM Modi said, “In a high-
ly connected, rapidly changing

world, this is a very relevant

Feb ruary 2024

topic. Sometimes, ensuring
Justice inone country requires
working with other countries.
When we callaborate, we can
understand each other's sys
tems better Greater under-
standing brings greater syner-
gy. Synergy boosts better and
faster justice delivery. There-
fore, such platforms and con-
foerences are important.”
Pointing out that “our sys
terns already work with each

https://epaper. tribuneindia.com/c/74496123

other in many domains”, such
as air tratfic control and mar-
itime traffic, the PM said,
“Similarly, we need to expand
cooperation to investigation
and justice delivery Coopera-
tion can happen even while
respecting each other's juris-
diction. When we work togeth-
er, jurisdiction becomes a tool
todeliver justice, not delay it.”

He said, "Legal education isa
key instrument in boosting

justice delivery. Ecucation is
where both passion and profes-
sional competence are intro-
duced to young minds. World-
wide, there is a discussion on
howto bring more women into
everydomain. The first step to
do so is to make each domain
inclusive at the educational
level. When the number of
women in law schools increas-
es, the number of women in
the legal profession will also
increase. Parficipants in this
conference can exchange ideas
on how more women can be
brought into legal education.”

Describing legal education
as a key mstrument in boost-
ing justice delivery, he said,
“India is also modernising
laws to reflect the present day
realities. We haveused technol-
ogy as a tool to reduce litiga-
tions which eases burden on
the justice delivery system,”
PM Modi said.

Meanwhile, in Odisha, PM
Modh launched multiple mira-
structure projects waorth over
Rs 70,000 crove.

G0,
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Time to rethink, reimagine and
reform legal systems, says Modi

At Commonwealth meet, Chief Justice of India calls upon law officers to uphold honour of the legal profession and remain

impervious to the politics and conduct themselves with dignity in court, ensuring the integrity of legal proceedings

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI
rime Minister Na-
l’ rendra Modi on Sa-
turday under-
scored the need to

“rethink, reimagine and re-
form” legal systems even
as Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud pointed out
that government law offic-
ers should remain imper-
vious to the politics of the
day and conduct them-
selves with dignity in
court.

The Chief Justice said
law officers, from the At-
torney-General and the Ad-
vocates-General of the
States, whose posts are en-
visaged in the Constitu-
tion, to others such as the
Solicitor-General, Addi-
tional Solicitors-General
and Additional Advocates-
General, were the first
point of contact between
the court and the govern-
ment. They must uphold
the honour of the legal
profession through exem-
plary conduct from both
within and outside the
courtroom.

“The greatest glory of

)

Dr. Justice D.Y.Chandrachud

Hon'ble

Narendra Modi and DY Chandrachud attends the inaugural event of
the Commonwealth Attorney - and Solicitor-General Conference. AN

the Attorney-General is not
to win cases for the govern-
ment but to ensure that
justice is done to the peo-
ple,” Chief Justice Chandra-
chud quoted from jurist
Nani Palkhivala’s letter to
Soli Sorabjee on the latter’s
appointment as India’s top
law officer in 1989.

‘Officers of the court’

It is the duty of the law of-
ficer to tell the government
when it does not have a va-
lid case, Chief Justice Chan-

drachud said.

“Law officers bear a
greater responsibility in
upholding ethical stan-
dards compared to private
practitioners, given their
role as guardians of the
rule of law... It is impera-
tive that law officers re-
main impervious to the
politics of the day and con-
duct themselves with dig-
nity in court, ensuring the
integrity of legal proceed-
ings... A crucial aspect of
executive accountability

rests on the ethical con-
duct and responsibility of
law officers, who function
not only as representatives
of the government but also
as officers of the court,”
Chief Justice Chandrachud
said.

Expand cooperation

The Prime Minister and
Chief Justice Chandrachud
were speaking at the Com-
monwealth Attorney- and
Solicitor-General  Confe-
rence 2024 on Saturday.

The conference wit-
nessed the participation of
Attorneys-General and Sol-
icitors-General from Com-
monwealth nations span-
ning the Asia-Pacific,
Africa, and the Caribbean
along with various interna-
tional delegations.

The Chief Justice re-
ferred to the guidelines is-
sued recently by the Su-
preme Court in a judgment
which cautioned judges
against leveraging the pow-
er to summon officials as a
tool to pressure the
government.

Mr. Modi, speaking on
the topic of “Cross-border
challenges in justice deliv-

ery”, said countries need
to expand cooperation in
the investigation and jus-
tice delivery while respect-
ing each other’s respective
jurisdictions.

“When we work togeth-
er, jurisdiction becomes a
tool to deliver justice with-
out delaying it,” Prime Mi-
nister Modi said.

Radical changes

The Prime Minister high-
lighted the radical changes
in the nature and scope of
crime in recent times, and
of multinational criminal
networks and their use of
the latest technology in
funding and operations.

Mr. Modi drew attention
to the fact that economic
crimes in one region were
used to fund crimes in
another.

He trained the spotlight
on the challenges of the
rise of cryptocurrency and
cyber threats.

“The issues of the 2ist
century cannot be tackled
with a 20th century ap-
proach,” Mr. Modi said, un-
derscoring the need to
“rethink, reimagine and re-
form” legal systems.
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PTI /ISAMBALPUR

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday inaugurat-
ed and laid the foundation
stones for projects worth over
Rs68,000 crore in Odisha.

Besides inaugurating the
400-crore permanent campus
of IIM, Sambalpur, he un-
veiled infrastructure projects
in various sectors, such as
power; roads and railways, in
the state.

He had laid the foundation
stone for the IIM campus in
2021.

After unveiling 18 projects
in the state, the prime minis-
ter said, “These projects will
benefit the youth of Odisha
and will create employment
opportunities. The Centre is
supporting Odisha in every
sector.”

“Today is a significant occa-
sion for the development jour-
ney of Odisha asdevelopment
projects worth nearly Rs70,000
crore are launched,” Modi
said.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the IIM, Sambalpur cam-
pus, he said, “Students from

ILS PROJEGTS
WORTH 68K CR IN ODISHA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Odisha Governor Raghubar
Das, Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and Odisha
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik during the inauguration of IIM cam-

pus in Sambalpur on Saturday

all over India will come here
to study. It will also improve
the local economy and make
Sambalpur a hub for learn-
He said the goal of “a Viksit
Bharat can only be achieved
if all the states are devel-
oped”.
The PM flagged off the
Puri-Sonepur-Puri weekly ex-
press, which will improve
connectivity in the region.
He inaugurated the 412-km
Dhamra-Angul pipeline sec-

—PTl

tion of the Jagdishpur-Haldia
and Bokaro-Dhamra pipeline
project.

Built at Rs2,450 crore under
the 'Pradhan Manftri Urja
Ganga/, the project will con-
nect Odisha with the national
gas grid.

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, Governor
Raghubar Das and Union
ministers Dharmendra Prad-
han, Bishweswar Tudu and
Ashwini Vaishnaw were pres-
ent at the function.

Nagpur Jharsuguda
gas pipeline
he PM also laid the foun-
dation stone for the 692-
km Nagpur Jharsuguda natu-
ral gas pipeline section of the
Mumbai-Nagpur-Jharsuguda
pipeline project.

This project will be devel-
oped at a cost of over Rs2,660
crore and will improve natu-
ral gas availability in Odisha,
Maharashtra and Chhattis-
garh. During the programme,
Modi dedicated to the nation
and laid the foundation
stones for multiple power
projects worth  around
Rs28,980 crore.

Ph 1 of NCL India’s
Talabira power project
Modi laid the foundation
of the first phase of
NLC India Talabira Thermal
Power Project. With an esti-
mated investment of over
Rs27,000 crore, this coal-based
Ultra Super Critical Pit Head
thermal power project signi-
fies a monumental step to-
wards fostering energy secu-
rity and driving the nation's
growth trajectory:
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Govt hikes
windfall
tax on
domestically
produced oil

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has hiked windfall tax
on domestically produced
crude oil to Rs 3,200 per
tonne from Rs 1,700 per
tonne with effect from Sat-
urday. The tax is levied in
the form of Special Addi-
tional Excise Duty (SAED).

According to an offi-
cial notification, SAED on
export of diesel, petrol, and
jet fuel or ATE has been
retained at nil.

India first imposed
windfall profit taxes on July
1, 2022, joining a host of
nations that tax supernor-
mal profits of energy firms.
The tax rates are reviewed
every fortnight based on
average oil prices in the
previous two weeks. Pl
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Windfall tax
raised on crude
petroleum

THE GOVERNMENT HAS hiked
windfall tax on domestically pro-
duced crude oil to ¥3,200 per
tonne from ¥1,700 per tonne
with effect from Saturday.

The tax is levied in the form
of Special Additional Excise
Duty (SAED).

According to an official notifi-
cation, SAED on export of diesel,
petrol, and jet fuelorATF, has been
retained atnil

The new rates are effective
from February 3. —PTI
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Union govt. increases windfall
tax on crude petroleum

The government has raised windfall tax on
domestically-produced crude oil to 3,200 per
tonne from 1,700 per tonne. The tax is levied in
the form of Special Additional Excise Duty
(SAED). According to an official notification,
SAED on export of diesel, petrol, and jet fuel or
ATF, has been retained at nil. The new rates are
effective from February 3. India first imposed
windfall tax on July 1, 2022, joining nations taxing
supernormal profits of energy firms. en
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