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Is Al a major
drain on the
world’s energy

When Google announced this
week that its climate emis-
sions had risen by 48 per cent
since2019, it pointed the finger
atartificial intelligence.

US tech firms are building
vast networks of data cen-
tres and say Al is fuelling the
growth, throwingthespotlight
on the amount of energy the
technology is sucking up and
itsimpactontheenvironment.

Every time a user punches a
request into a chatbot or gen-
erative Al tool, the request is
fired offto a data centre.

The International Energy
Agency (IEA) said in a
recent report that data
centres used roughly 40 per
cent of electricity on comput-
ingand 40 per centon cooling.

Various studies have shown
that each request made to
ChatGPT uses roughly 10
times the power of a single
Googlesearch.

ThelEAreportsaiddatacen-
tres, cryptocurrenciesand Al
combined used 460 TWh of
electricity worldwide in 2022,
almost two per cent of total
global electricity demand.

The IEA estimated that the
figure could double by 2026
— the equivalent of Japan's
usagefigures.

- AFP
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Govt is wasting taxpayers’
money subsidising EVs: Bajaj

BENN KOCHUVEEDAN @ Mumbai

THE highly-outspoken Rajiv
Bajaj, the chief executive of
Bajaj Auto, was at his best free
and frank talk, that too, in the
presence of the Union trans-
port and highways minister
Nitin Gadkari, this Friday at
his Akurdi plant near Pune.
The occasion was to mark an-
other world first from the
world’s most profitable two-
wheeler maker —a motorbike
fired by the greener com-
pressed natural gas (CNG).

“Where is the EV (electric
vehicles) party that you
are telling me that I was late to
joinor where is the electric bus
that I have missed,” was his
curt response to a query from
areporter.

“The government is wasting
taxpayers’ money with EV sub-
sidy under the Fame scheme.
In fact, the real beneficiaries
of this scheme are the Chinese
suppliers (to around 300 do-
mestic EV two-wheeler mak-
ers), who are dumping nothing
but cheap stuff. In spite of all
these push, the electric two-
wheeler penetration is not
even 2% of the over 9 lakh a
month domestic market. So
which party have I joined
late?,” he quipped.

He went on to add that “given
the many apprehensions about
the safety and range of these
EV bikes/scooters as almost all

of them are made of Chinese
rubbish, I don’t see much fu-
ture for EVs.”

Moving on to the potential
of his CGN bike —Freedom —
he exuded confidence that the
industry and trade will not
respond to the way a section of

them did 25 years ago —

when Bajaj Auto had
launched the world’s
first CNG fired three-
wheeler as there are
over 6,000 CNG stations
around the country— 90
percent of them in the top
300 cities which are 75 percent
of his market now as against
just one CNG pump in Delhi
then. Today 90 percent of the
autos are run on CNG and 80
percent of them are Bajaj-
made, he added.

“Given this market potential
and given our expertise and
runaway success with the CNG

auto, logically CNG bikes
should have much better mar-
ket potential than EV bikes
and scooters,” Rajiv said.
Though he said the potential
market for the Freedom CNG
bike is 6.5 lakh/month (the 125-
cc or entry model bikes consti-
tute that much of the 9
. lakh market) if the en-
. tireautomobile ecosys-
tem works together, he
ruled out becoming an-
other Vijay Mallya or
Kingfisher Airline.
“Iam an auto-maker and
that’s the best Ido. Idon’t want
to get into something where I
have no expertise. To put it an-
other way you know well what
happened to Vijay Mallya after
he launched Kingfisher Air-
lines,” Rajiv told another re-
porter who asked him if his
company will launch CNG sta-
tions at least key markets.
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