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Better accessto

water, sanitation
but only 63% use
clean fuel: Mospi

SHIVA RAJORA
New Delhi, 9 October

Recent findings from the Comprehensive Annual Modular
Survey, released by the National Statistical Office (NSO) on
Wednesday, reveal that 97.8 per cent of households have toilet
facilitiesand 95.7 per cent have access toimproved sources of
drinkingwater. However, only 634 per cent of households use
clean fuel for cooking.

The survey for the July 2022-June 2023 period indicates
that 92.9 per cent of householdsinurbanareasused clean
cooking fuel, whilethe share of households using clean fuel in
rural areasstood at merely 49.5 per cent. For households with
accesstoclean o
drinkingwater,
thesharewas
94.9per centin
ruralareasand
97.5percentin
urban areas.

Astate-wise
analysisofthe
datarevealsthat
Goa(99.2per
cent) hasthe G
highestshareof
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per cent) has the lowestshare of households with access to clean
cooking fuel, followed by Chhattisgarh (36.4 per cent), Odisha
(36.8 per cent), and Rajasthan (404 per cent).

To provide households that previously relied on traditional
and hazardous cooking fuels such as firewood, coal, and cow-
dungcakes with accessto clean cooking fuels, the government
launched its flagship scheme, Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY), in 2016. Under thisscheme, the government currently
providesasubsidy ofI300 per 14.2kilogram domestic cylinder.
InMarchof thisyear, the Union Cabinet extended thescheme
until the end 0f2024-25. Accordingto the latest available data,
there are103.3 million PMUY beneficiaries.

The survey defines the ‘primary source of energy’ for
cookingasthe source that the household uses most frequently
for cooking. Ahousehold is categorised asusingclean fuel for
cookingifit utilises liquefied petroleum gas (cooking gas),
biogas, electricity (including that generated by solar or wind
power),orasolar cooker.

Aspartof the 79th round of the National Sample Survey, the
survey collected data from households on variousindicators,
includingdrinking water, sanitation, energy use, birth
registration, and accessto transport facilities.

The data collected represents demand-side information
fromthe householdssurveyed. In contrast, administrative
data, where available, reflects supply-side metrics.
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HPCL makes historic entry
into US market with export
of premium lubricants: Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corpora-
tion Limited (HPCL) has
achieved a significant mile-
stone with its first-ever
export of HP LUBRICANTS to
the United States, marking
its presence in the 30th
country globally. In a major
breakthrough, HPCL's premi-
um Shock Absorber Oil, HP
SHOX OIL DC, has been
selected by M/s. Duroshox, a
leading manufacturer of
vibration isolation, motion
control, comfort, and damp-
ing solutions, for use in their
solar panel dampers pro-
duced at their state-of-the-
art facility in San Antonio,
Texas.
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UNDER PM INTERNSHIP SCHEME

Over 130 Cos to Offer Internship t0 50,000 Candidates

L&T, Bajaj Finance, M&M in the list of cos; morethanthree fo!d rlse from about 16,000 internship offers until Oct 7

Our Bureau

New Delhi: More than 130 compa-
nies-including Larsen & Toubro, Ma-
hindra & Mahindra, Bajaj Finance,
Tech Mahindra, Jubilant Foodworks,
Eicher Motor and Muthoot Finance--
have placed offers for about 50,000
candidates under the PM Internship
scheme as of October 9, said a senior
corporate affairs ministry official.

It marks a more than threefold in-
crease from about 16,000 intern-
ship offers till October 7, the offi-
cial told ET.

The ministry, which is implement-

ing the PM Internship scheme, had
asked companies to upload details of
their offers between October 3-10on a
portal designed to implement the
scheme. The portal will be made
available to youths from October12-25
to apply for internships.

The internship opportunities are
spread across 22 sectors, mainly in
the oil, gas and energy sector, fol-
lowed by offers from travel and hospi-
tality, auto, bankingandfinancial ser-
vices, infrastructure and construc-
tion, manufacturing, aviation and de-
fence, the official said.

Internships are available in more
than 20 fields, including operations
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Internship

management, manufacturing, main-
tenance, and sales and marketing.
The offers are for candidates across
650 districts in 36 states and Union
Territories, the official said.

As part of a pilot project for the

scheme, the ministry on October 3
launched the portal through which
internship aspirants can apply for a
targeted 500 large companies. The
companies are selected on the basis
of their average annual spending on
corporate social responsibility (CSR)
obligations over three years till 2022-
23. The companies will get the lists of
eligible candidates, shortlisted ini-
tially through the use of technology,
by October 26 and the eligible ones
could get internship offers between
November 8-15 for their acceptance.

The ministry expects 125,000 youths
to start internships with the compa-
niesby December 2.

Each selected intern will get a
monthly allowance of 5,000 for one
vear,on topof aone-timeaid of 36,000.
The government will bear 254,000 to-
wards monthly allowance and one-
time aid, spending 60,000 for each in-
tern. The participating companies
will bear the training cost and 10% of
the monthly allowance, amountingto
26,000 for each candidate, from their
CSR funds.

The internship scheme is aimed at
youths belonging to the economically
weaker households with no member
earning above %8 lakh a year, Caste-
based reservations will also apply in
the selection of candidates.
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@ POSTED BY 130 FIRMS

PM internship
scheme: 50K
opportunities
listed till Oct 9

MANU KAUSHIK
Mew Delhi, October 9

WITHIN SIX DAYS of the launch of the PM internship scheme by
finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman, almost 50,000 internship
opportunities have been posted by 130 companies on the
centralised portal dedicate dfor the scheme till October 9, sources
inthe ministryof corporate affairssaid on Wednesday.

The number of internship opportunities posted by the com-
panies have jumped three timesfromaround 16,000 on October
7to 50,000 0n October 9, the sources added.Sofar,major private
sector companies such as Ficher
Motors, Larsen & Toubro, Mahin-
dra & Mahindra, Tech Mahindra,
Bajaj Finance, Jubilant Food-
works, Muthoot Finance, and
others have shown interest in
taking interns through the gov-
emment-run scheme,

As per the scheme, the intern-
ship opportunities are available
across 22keyindustries with oil &
gasand energysectorshaving the
highest share followed by auto-
nwtive,banking & financial ser-

vices, infrastructure & construc- Under the scheme,
tionmanufacturing &industrial, %4, 500 monthly stipend
aviationand defence. will be given by govt to

In the Budget for FY25, the each intern via DBT,
FM had announced the intern- A iy
ship scheme that aims to gener- w.hlle an ad!:IItla-nal 500
ate internship opportunitiesfor ~ Will be provided by firms
10 millionpeople acrosstop500  from their CSR funds
companies (based onCSR spend- E—
ingjoverthe nextfive years.Inthe
pilot phase though, the target is to give 125,000 internships ata
total cost of ¥800 crore for FY 25.

Under the schemea, a monthly stipend of ¥4, 500will be given
by the government toeach intern viadirect benefit transfer (DBT),
whileanadditionalamountof ¥500willbe provided by the partic-
ipating companies from theircorporate social responsibility (CSR)
funds.In addition, the participating firms can offset the training
and administrative costs associated with the scheme from their
CSR funds. At the moment, the opportunities are available in 20
areas, including operations management, production, manufac-
turing,sales,m arkﬂting.ma.inte nance, etc,

The centralised portal will be opened for the candidates on
October 12 where theywillallowed to applyfor these posts.
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