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DGH upping data management
to better handle E&P ecosystem

Richa Mishra
Hyderabad

To create more transparency
in data mining and accessibil-
ity as well as preparing itself
for monitoring all types of en-
ergy sources, the Directorate-
General of Hydrocarbons
(DGH) is upgrading its Na-
tional Data Repository (NDR)
and also carving out a Hydro-
carbon Efficiency and New
Energy Department.

At successive roadshows
held by the DGH before the
exploration rounds, it has
been found that investors
want a more liberal regime in
terms and stability in doing
business here.

Also, a constant question to
all the successive Director-
Generals of DGH, the tech-
nical arm of the Ministry for
Petroleum and Natural Gas
that monitors exploration and
production  activities, has
been why have the Exxons of
the world still not made a
mark in India’s upstream
space. What is it that they
seek?

“A lot of things have been
taken care of in the recently
introduced Oilfields Regula-
tion and  Development
(Amendment) Bill, 2024. Sep-
arately a working group for re-
serve-based funding — finan-
cing from banks — has also
been constituted by the gov-
ernment,” Pallavi Jain Govil,
Director-General, DGH, told
businessline.

‘While all these are happen-
ing on a real-time basis, the
DGH is also working on NDR
2.0 Project. “Tenders have
been floated for various pack-
ages for NDR 2.0 Project and

GOING GREEN. Hydrocarbon Efficiency and New Energy Department

is tasked with encouraging oil, gas operators to move towards net zero
targets by adopting practices that enhance hydrocarbon efficiency

tendering process is expected
to be completed soon,” she
said.

NEW TOOLS, TECH

NDR has been disseminating
data to various exploration
and production operators,
academia and government
bodies and plays an important
role in powering bidding
rounds of exploration and
production blocks/fields.
Since NDR started operations
in 2017, the hardware and
software industry has under-
gone generational changes
and new tools and technolo-
gies of data management have
evolved, she said, adding that
“Also, the existing NDR IT
hardware has reached end-of-
life stage.”

Alongside, the DGH is also
preparing itself for dealing
with new energy sources. “For
the purpose we have set up
Hydrocarbon Efficiency and
New Energy Department, ded-
icated to facilitate hydrocar-
bon efficiency, decarbonisa-
tion and energy transition by

integrating new geological en-
ergies such as geothermal and
natural hydrogen into current
upstream activities,” she said.

“This Department will sig-
nificantly facilitate the explor-
ation and production compan-
ies to achieve their Net Zero
targets. Furthermore, these
efforts will address critical en-
vironmental challenges, such
as air pollution and climate
change, by curbing carbon-di-
oxide, methane etc. gas emis-
sions and promoting sustain-
able development in the
energy sector,” the DG elabor-
ated.

The Department is tasked
with encouraging oil and gas
operators to move towards
net zero targets by adopting
practices that enhance hydro-
carbon efficiency and incor-
porating new forms of geolo-
gical energy. These new
€nergy sources can serve as
both supplemental and com-
plementary to existing energy
systems, thereby supporting
the transition to a more resili-
ent energy sector, she said.
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Crupe WATCH

OIL FALLS 2% TO END VOLATILE WEEK
New York: Oil prices settled down nearly 2% on Friday, little changed
on the week with Brent crude below $80 abarrel, as investors

tempered expectations of demand growth from top oil importer
China. REUTERS
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Windfall tax
on crude oil
reduced to

32,100/tonne

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has slashed windfall
tax on domestically pro-
duced crude oil to Rs 2,100
per tonne, from Rs 4,600
per tonne with effect from
Saturday.

The tax is levied in the
form of Special Additional
Excise Duty (SAED).

The SAED on the export
of diesel, petrol and jet fuel
or ATF, has been retained
at ‘nil’

‘The new rates are effec-
tive from August 17, an offi-
cial notification said.

India first imposed
windfall profit taxes on
July 1, 2022, joining a host
of nations that tax super-
normal profits of energy
companies. The tax rates
are reviewed every fort-
night based on average oil
prices in the previous two
weeks. PTI
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