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RIL seeks access
to ATF pipelines

eliance Industries Ltd (RIL) has sought
R accessto pipelines and storages that

public sector oil companies have built
over the years for supplying jet fuel from
depots and oil refineries to airports, as it
looks for a larger pie of fuel trade at some of
Asia’s busiest airports.

Reliance, which produces a fourth of
India’saviation turbine fuel (ATF), wants
access to storage depots outside the Delhi
airport as well as to pipelines leading to
Mumbai, Bengaluru, and Hyderabad
airports. It currently supplies small volumes
of ATF when compared with supplies made
by state-owned firms.

The firm made the suggestion in its
comments to oil regulator PNGRB's draft
regulation calling for supply of ATF in all
existing and future airports through pipelines
thatcanbe accessed by any supplierso as to
bring in competition and cut fuel cost. PTI
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Refiners to seek better terms
as Russia cuts discount onoil

The strategy involves leveraging India’s position as the world’s third-largest crude oil buyer

skar
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ndia, in the first such move, has

brought togetherstate-ownedand

private oil refiners to jointly negoti-

ate for deeper discountsand better

terms with Russian suppliers,
including Russia’slargest oil company
Rosneft PJSC.

The government-led joint sourcing
strategy involves leveraging India’s
position as the world’s third-largest
crude oil buyerto get better discounts
on Russian oil, which have dropped to
about $3 per barrel from a high of §10
earlier, said two people aware of the
development.

The calibrated strategy—involving
Indian Oil Corp. (10C), Bharat Petro-
leum Corp. Ltd (BPCL), Hindustan
Petroleum Corp. Ltd (HPCL), Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL), and HPCL Mittal
Energy Ltd (HMEL)—may helpsave on
India’s significant oil import
bill, they said, requesting
anonymity.

Russia, facing sanc-
tions by the West overits
Ukraine invasion, isnow
India’s top supplier of
crude oil. The discounts
Russia offered on its oil
saved India billions of dollars.
But thosediscounts have fallenin
recent months,

“The discount on Russian oiliscom-
ingdown. Whilethe Russiansare tough
negotiators, we have an advantage as

80%

The shareof India’s
oil requirements
met by imports

Indian refiners are looking to get Russian suppliers, including Rosneft PJSC, the

largest oil company in Russia, to continue supplying oil at deeper discounts.

weare speakingto themasone,” one of
them said. “Our point is simple: If they
don’toffer more discounts to India asa
market, then we canlook elsewhere. A
lot of oilisflowing.”
Energy security is key to
India’s national security. It
importsmore than 80% of
the oilit needs, and isvul-
nerable toany increasein
global prices, which can
stokeinflationand widen
the trade deficit.

o Spokespersons for India’s

petroleum and natural gas minis-

try, 10C, BPCL, HPCL, HMEL and RIL

did not reply to queries emailed on Fri-
day afternoon.

“Currently we do not have the infor-

mation mentioned in yourenquiry,” a
spokesperson for Rosneft said in an
emailed response. “However, we
believe that the commodity price
should be formed on market
principles ratherthan deter-
mined by individual
groupsororganizations.”

India has been calling
for aglobal consensus on
“responsible pricing”,
which assumes signifi-
cance as the influential
Opec+ cartel, which includes
Russia, has been limiting its
crude supplies.

The Vienna-based Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries’
(Opec’s) erude-oil production fell by

$46.48 bn

Worth of crude oil
Indiaimported
from Russiain FY24 /

48,000 barrels aday to 26.575 million
barrels a day in April, according to
a WSJ report. Opec and its allies have
extended their output cuts until the
end of June, which many analysts
expect could be stretched to the second
half of 2024 to boost prices, the report
added. Data from India's ministry of
commerceshow the countryimported
crude worth $46.48 billion from Russia
in 2023-24, about 50% higherthan the
$31.02billion worth of crude imported
from that country in FY23. India’s
share of imports from Russia was a
third of its total oil import billin value
terms.

Consequently, India’soil importbill
inFY24 shrank 13.35% froma yearear-
lier to $139.85 billion. India effectively
saved about $7.9 billion in the first 11
months of FY24 owing to cheaper
imports from Russia, rating agency Icra
said in a recent report.

In FY22, before the Ukraine crisis
broke, Russian oil accounted for only

2% of India’s total oil imports.
State-run ONGC Videsh
Ltd (OVL), Bharat Petrore-
sources Ltd, Indian Oil

Corp. and Oil India Ltd

(OIL) have invested $16

billion in Russia till date.

Another Indian consor-
tium comprising OIL, 10C,
and Bharat Petroresources
owns 29.9% of LLC Taas-Yuryakh
(Taas-Yuryakh Neftegazodobycha).
OVL has also acquired the Siberian
deposits of the UK's Imperial Energy
Corp.
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RIL seeks access to ATF pipelines, storages of PSU oil firms

PTI/ New Delhi

Reliance Industries Ltd has sought
access to pipelines and storages
that public sector oil companies
have built over the years for sup-
plying jet fuel (ATF) from depots
and oil refineries to airports, as it
looksfor alarger pieof fuel trade at
some of Asia's busiest airports.
Reliance, which produces a
fourth of India's aviation turbine

fuel (ATF), wants access to storage
depots outside the Delhi airport as
well as to pipelines leading to
Mumbai, Bengaliru, and Hyder
abad airports. It currently supplies
small volumes of ATF when com-
pared with supplies made by state-
owned firms,

The firm made the suggestion in
its comments to oil regulator PN-
GRB's draft regulation calling for
supply of ATF in all existing and

future airports through pipelines
that can be accessed by any suppli-
er soas to bring in competition and
cut fuel cost.

While the fuel market is open,
airplanes at the country’s busiest
airports are fed by pipelines that
were built by state-owned Indian
0il Corporation (I0C), Bharat Pe-
troleum Corporation Lid (BPCL)
and Hindustan Petroleum Corpo-
ration Ltd (HPCL) over decades.
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[IM Ranchi concludes 3-day MDP
organised for

The Indian Institute of Management
Ranchi successfully concluded its
three-day Management
Development Programme (MDF) on
Saturday, culminating in a
valedictory ceremony held at its
premises. The programme, which
ran from 1610 18, 2024,
was taituﬁyfurtlm grguml of
indian Oil Corporation Limited
(l0Cy), with a primary focus on
enhancing skills related to
*Professional Etiquettes, Ethics at
Workplace & Public Dealing,
Emotional Quotient & Emotional
Inteligence.” 25 senior officers of
I0CL were the participants of the
MDP Sanjeev Kumar Choudhary,
Executive Director & State Head,
Bihar-lharkhand, 101, graced the

I0CL Personnel

ceremony as the Chief Guest and
commended the progamme’s
objective of advancing and refining
participants’' knowledge. Choudhary
emphasized the importance of
adapting to diverse audiences in
professional intections. He urged
rticipants to integrate the
eamings from the programme into
their work and personal lives,
encouraging them to cultivate
versatility in their approach to
business. Additionally, he stressed
the significance of customer
grievance & feedback, communicate

with the public and deal with peers
& seniors. He also urged that the

personnel should work with different
departments and one has to become
all-+ounder in business perspective.
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IndianQil exports premium

fuel XP100 to Sri Lanka

‘il 5

India's energy major, IndianOi,
exported its frst-ever parcel of the
superior 100 odane premium fuel,
XP100 from Jawaharlal Nehr Port
Trust [INPT) on Sa Taflored for
premium high-end vehicles, XP100 is
set to offer superior peformance for

its customers in S Lanka, This
milestone of exporting XP100 to Sri
Lanka symbolises IndianOi's ambition
to become a global ene
recognized ngt just mﬂ,‘gﬁf
operations but akso for the quality of
products and contributions to a
sustainable future,

Flagging off the inauqural shipment,
V. Satish Kumar, Director (Marketing),
Indian0il stated “Today marks a

momentous oc@sion as another one

¥

of our products moves out to conguer
new markets in 5ri Lanka, This is
third time we are taking a product
offshore, showcasing our potential to
send quakty produdts from India o
the world."

Sujoy Choudhary Director Planning

& Business Develo
Chairman Lanka 10C shared "This is a
historic day as we flag off our
E‘:mhm product XP100 to S Lanka
have drawn up comprehensive
promotional schemes to ensure this
product h?im wider visibility and
o -

mm‘? was attended by Girish
Thomas, GM (Traffic), INPA, Lanka
10C team, IndianOd employees and
port authornties.

f} and
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Oil Firms
Blamed for
Ethanol
Stock Pile-up

AN

Kirtika Suneja &
Sanjeev Choudhary

New Delhi: Ethanol distilleries
in the country are faced with
high and rising stock of the bio-
fuel amid a demand-supply imba-
lance that, they allege, is because
state-run oil marketing compani-
es (OMCs) are not buying suffici-
entquantities.

Two executives at OMCs, ho-
wever, said they are buying as
much ethanol as is required to
meet the target of blending15%
ethanol in petrol. “The stock at
ethanol producers is rising as
OMCs are unable to lift enough
quantity,” said an ethanol in-
dustry executive who didn’t
want to be identified. “This co-

uld be due to li-

-_— mited storage
India's ethanol capacity at
production OMCs’ depots,”
capacity was the person ad-
about13.80 ded. State-run
billionlitresper 0il marketing
yearin companies In-
November dian Oil, Hin-
2023, of which dustan Petrole-
8.75 billion um, and Bharat
litres were Petroleum pur-

molasses-based chase ethanol
andabout5.05 from  diverse
billion litres producers  to
grain-based blend it with

petrol at their
depots before supplying the fuel
to pumps.

These companies did not re-
spond to ET's request for com-
ment until press time Sunday.

But two OMC executives, who
didn't want to be identified, said
their firms were on course to
meet the blending target of 15%
for the current year. They said
the current trouble in the etha-
nol industry was an outcome of
rapid enhancement in biofuel
production capacity in the co-
untry. Ethanol company execu-
tives confirmed massive capaci-
ty buildup in the industry. “A lot
of ethanol production capacity
has been added in recent years,
but OMCs need alimited quanti-
ty to meet their 15% blending
target for the current year,” an
ethanol industry executive said.

FORFULL REPORT, GOTO
www.economictimes.com
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Oil Firms Blamed for

OMCs not buying enough
quantities leading to
demand-supply imbalance

KirtikaSuneja & Sanjeev Choudhary

New Delhi: Ethanol distilleries in the country
are faced with high and rising stock of the biofu-
elamidademand-supply imbalance that, they al-
lege, is because state-run oil marketing compani-
es (OMCs)are not buying sufficient quantities.

Two executives at OMCs, however, said they
are buying as much ethanol as is required to
meet the target of blending 15% ethanol in pet-
rol. “The stock atethanol producersisrisingas
OMCs are unable to lift enough quantity,” said
an ethanol industry executive who didn’t want
to be identified. “This could be due to limited
storage capacity at OMCs’ depots,” the person
added. State-run oil marketing companies In-
dian Oil, Hindustan Petroleum, and Bharat
Petroleum purchase ethanol from diverse pro-
ducers to blend it with petrol at their depots be-
fore supplying the fuel to pumps.

These companies did not respond to ET’s requ-
est for comment until press time Sunday:.

But two OMC executives, whodidn’t wantto be
identified, said their firms were on course to
meet the blending target of 15% for the cur-
rent year. They said the current trouble in the

ISTOCK
according togovernmentdata. The production ca-
pacity was about4.20 billion litres in 2014.

Some ethanol industry executives also atiribu-
ted the current problem to the government's de-
cision to capthe quantity of B-heavy molasses—a
byproduct of sugar production -that can be used
as feedstock for producing ethanol this yearina
bid toensure adequate sugar availability. “OMCs
haven't yet been able to collate the quantity of B-
heavy molasses-based ethanol each distillery
can produce and offer to OMCs,” the executive
quoted above said.

“Once that isdone, OMCs may issue tenders for
procurement of ethanel.” Some ethanol produ-
cers are also unhappy with a recent policy of
OMCs to give preference to ethanol suppliers
from the same state where the depot is located,
disregarding the distance between the depotand
thedistillery.

ethanol industry was an outcome of rapiden-
hancement in biofuel production capacity in
the country Ethanol company executives
confirmed massive capacity buildup in the
industry. “A lot of ethanol production capaci-
ty has been added in recent years, but OMCs
need a limited quantity to meet their 15%
blendingtarget for the current year,” anetha-
nol industry executivesaid. “Next vear, when
they have a higher blending target of 20%,
OMCs may procure more, easing the current
supply-demand mismatch.” The OMCs may
by then also increase ethanol storage capaci-
ty at their depots, the executive added.
India's ethanol production capacity was abo-
ut 13.80 billion litres per year in November
2023, of which 8.75 billion litres were molasses-
based and about 5.05 billion litres grain-based,

India's ethanol
production
capacity was
about 13.80
billion litres per
yearin
November
2023, of which
8.75 billion
litres were
molasses-based
and about 5.05
billion litres
grain-based,
asper
government
data
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Reliance seeks access to
jet fuel pipelines, storages
of PSU oil companies

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, May 19

RELIAMCE INDUSTRIES HAS
sought access to pipelines and
storages that public sector oil
companies have built over the
years for supplying jet fuelfrom
depots and oil refineries to air-
ports, as it looks for alarger pie
ot fuel trade at some of Asia’s
busiest airports.

Reliance, which producesa
fourth of India’s aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF), wants access to
storage depots outside the Delhi
airport as well as to pipelines
leading to Mumbai, Bengaluru,
and Hyderabad airports. It sup-
pliessmallvolumes of ATFwhen
compared with supplies made
bystate-owned firms.

The firm made the sugges-
tion inits comments tooil regu-
lator PNGRB' draft regulation
calling for supplyof ATF in exist-
ingand future airports through
pipelinesthatcanbeaccessed by
any supplier so as to bring in
competitionand cut fuel cost.

While the fuel market is
open, airplanes at the country’s
busiest airports are fed by
pipelines that were built by
state-owned Indian Oil Corpo-
ration (I0C), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation (BPCL) and Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corporation
(HPCL) over decades.

Reliance,which hasbeen for
morethanadecade now seeking
access to pipelines that supply
ATF to airports, especially at
Mumbai,said*thecommon car-
rier pipeline scope (which gives
third parties access to pipelines
built by PSUs) should encom-
passtheassociated storage facil-
ities and pumping stations at

L 4

-

ON A HIGH
| 17.12 million tonne of
ATF produced, 8.2
million tonne consumed
in the country and rest
exported; ATF demand
rose by 11.8% in FY24

the'off-site'oil terminalfacilities
as they form an integral part of
the ATF supply chain” “Thiswill
promote a competitive market
for supplyand distribution of
ATF 1o the airport ‘on-site’ stor-
age facilities,"it said.

Out of the 17.12 million
tonne of aviation turbine fuel
(ATF} produced by public and
private sector refineries, 8.2 mil-
lion tonne is consumed within
the country and the rest is
exported. Reliance’s twin
refineries at Jamnagar produce
closeto 5 milliontonne of ATE,a
large part of it isexported.

ATF demand in India is
growing in double digits as
more peoplefly. Itroseby 11.8%
in FY24.

At Delhi International Air-
port, the country’s biggest hub
ofairlines, I0C and BPCLsupply
the bulkof the 2.7 million kilo-

Mon, 20 May 2024
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H Reliance's twin
refineries at Jamnagar
produce closeto 5
million tonne of ATF,
and alarge part of it
is exported

litres perannum jet fuel require-
ment. This is because theynot
just own the pipeline but also
storages outside the airport.
Third parties have access to
pipelines going into the airport
but in absence of storage they
can't supply much.

Reliance said it was "neces-
sary todeclare off-site ATF stor-
age facilities at Bijwasan (out-
side the airport) as common
usertacilitysoothersuppliersor
interested airlines can position
ATFat the facility throughrail
wagons and use the common
carrier pipeline from Bijwasan”.

For Mumbai, the second
biggest hub, the firm wanted
two ATF pipelines of HPCLand
BPCL that bring fuel from the
tworefineries of the PSUs, tobe
operated on a conumon carrier
basisby giving othercompanies
theright touse them.
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Reliance Industries seeks access to ATF
plpelmes storages of pubhc sector oil firms

Press Trust of India
MNew Delhi

Reliance Industries Ltd sought
access to pipelines and storages
that public sector oil companies
built over the years for supply-
ing jet fuel (ATF) from depots
and oil refineries to airports, as
it looks for a larger pie of fuel
trade at some of Asia’s busiest
airports.

Reliance, which produces a
fourth of India’s aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF), wants access to
storage depots outside the
Delhi airport as well as to
pipelines leading to Mumbai,
Bengaluru and Hyderabad air-
ports. It currently supplies
small volumes of ATF when
compared with state-owned
firms.

The firm made the sugges-

tionin its comments to oil regu-
lator PNGRB's draft regulation
calling for supply of ATF in all
existing and future airports
through pipelines that can be
accessed byanysupplier soasto
bring in competition and cut
fuel costs.

While the fuel market is
open, aircraft at the country’s
busiest airports are fed by
pipelines that were built bv
state-owned Indian Oil Corpor—
ation (I0C), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and
Hindustan Petroleum Corpora-

tonLtd (HPCL}) over decades.

SUPPLY CHAIN

Reliance, which has been for
more than a decade now seek-
ing access to pipelines that sup-
pIyATF toairports,especiallyin
Mumbai, stated that “the com-
mon cartier pipeline scope
(which gives third parties ac-
cess to pipelines built by PSUs)
should encompass the associ-
ated storage facilities and
pumping stations at the ‘off-
site’ oil terminal facilities as
theyforman integral part of the

ATF supplychain.”

“This will promote a compet-
itive market for supply and dis-
tribution of ATF to the airport
‘on-site’ storage facilities,” it
said.

Out of the 1712 million
tonnes of aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) produced by public and
private sector refineries, 8.2
million tonnes is consumed
within the country and the rest
is exported. Reliance’s twin re-
fineries at Jamnagar produce
close to S million tonnes of ATF;
alarge partofitisexported.

ATF demandin Indiais grow-
ing in double digits as more
people fly. It rose by 11.8 per
cent in the fiscal year ended
March 31,2024,

mon carriers but resist the
same for old ones which they
built for meeting captive re-
quirements.
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PNGRB panel to come up with reporton natural gas infra as part of Vision 2040

—
Richa Mishra
Hyderabad

A deterrent for India to suc-
cessfully shift to narural gas/
liquefied natural gas as a fa-
voured fuel has been lack of a
strategy to achieve the tar-
get. To ensure the gas net-
works are not underutilised
and demand and supply is in
syne, the Petroleum & Nat-
ural Gas Regulatory Board
(PNGRB) has constituted a

committee to examine vari-
ous aspects of the value chain
including pricing.

Gas demand is directly
linked to supply.

PROPER STRATEGY

A senior official in the PN-
GRB told businessline that “a
need has been felt to have a
proper strategy for the
growth of the gas sector as
well as to ensure that the in-
frastructure created is not
underutilised.”

The seven-member com-
mittee, headed by former
Chairperson of PNGRB, DK
Sarraf, was constituted
earlier this month.

The government has set
the target to increase the
share of natural gas in the
country’s energy basket from
the present 6 per cent to 15
per cent by 2030.

PNGRB has been man-
dated to develop infrastruc-
ture for transportation of
natural gas to consumers

A seven-member committee
led by former PNGRB
Chairperson D K Sarraf was
formed earlier this month.

across the country. “It re-
quires astructured approach
and cannot be looked at in

silos,” a committee member
said. When asked wasn’t it
late in the day to look for a
structured approach, the
PNGRB official said, “It is
good to have a vision state-
ment. The committee so
constituted will come out
with a report on ‘Vision 2040
— Natural Gas Infrastructure
in India," looking at the de-
mand and supply in the me-
dium term (2040) and nat-
ural gas infrastructure in
India.”

The committee will sub-
mit its report within three
months from the date of its
first meeting.

The terms of reference in-
clude examining various as-
pects of the entire gas value
chain like gas/LNG prices, re-
gasification charges, trans-
portation charges, taxes,
competition from alternat-
ive fuels and advancement of
technology.

It will also look at likely
availability of gas from do-

mestic sources viz.,imported
gas. On the infrastructure
front, it has been asked to
look at required re-gasifica-
tion capacity, pipeline infra-
structure and its capacity to
support higher consumption
of natural gas and connectiv-
ity to demand centres.

“We have to ensure that
the infrastructure so created,
does notlie idle, or run below
capacity. More importantly,
we have to see the demand
for such infrastructure in the

areas where it is being cre-
ated,” the official said.

CGD DISTRIBUTION

This exercise becomes more
important as the govern-
ment is pushing for the sec-
tor. Also, as the PNGRB goes
about inviting bids for creat-
ing City Gas Distribution
networks and other gas net-
works, it is pertinent to know
what is the demand and how
the supply will be managed,
an official said.
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Reliance seeks access to AT pipelines, storages of PSU o1l firms

PTI W NEW DELHI

eliance Industries Ltd has
Rsought access to pipelines and
storages that public sector oil
companies have built over the
years for supplying jet fuel (ATF)
from depots and oil refineries to
airports, as it looks for a larger pie
of fuel trade at some of Asias
busiest airports.
Reliance, which produces a fourth
of India’s aviation turbine fuel
(ATF), wants access to storage
depots outside the Delhi airport as
well as to pipelines leading to
Mumbai, Bengaluru, and
Hyderabad airports. It currently
supplies small volumes of ATF
when compared with supplies
made by state-owned firms.
The firm made the suggestion in
its comments to oil regulator
PNGRB’ draft regulation calling
for supply of ATF in all existing
and future airports through
pipelines that can be accessed by
any supplier so as to bring in
competition and cut fuel cost.
While the fuel market is open,

airplanes at the country’s busiest
airports are fed by pipelines that
were built by state-owned Indian
0il Corporation (10C), Bharat
Petroleum  Corporation  Ltd
(BPCL) and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) over
decades. Reliance, which has been
for more than a decade now
seeking access to pipelines that
supply ATF to airports especially
at Mumbai, stated that “the
common carrier pipeline scope
(which gives third parties access to
pipelines built by PSUs) should
encompass the associated storage
facilities and pumping stations at
the ‘off-site’ oil terminal facilities
as they form an integral part of the
ATF supply chain.”

“This will promote a competitive
market for supply and distribution
of ATF to the airport ‘on-site
storage facilities,” it said.

Out of the 17.12 million tonnes of
aviation turbine fuel (ATE)
produced by public and private
sector refineries, 8.2 million
tonnes is consumed within the
country and the rest is exported.
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Reliance’s twin refineries at
Jamnagar produce close to 5
million tonnes of ATE, a large part
of it is exported.

ATF demand in India is growing
in double digits as more people fly.
It rose by 11.8 per cent in the fiscal
year ended March 31, 2024,

At Delhi International Airport, the
country’s biggest hub of airlines,
10C and BPCL supply the bulk of
the 2.7 million kilolitres per
annum jet fuel requirement. This

is because they not just own the
pipeline but also storages outside
the airport. Third parties have
access to pipelines going into the
airport but in absence of storage
they can’t supply much.

Reliance said it was “necessary to
declare off-site ATF storage
facilities at Bijwasan (outside the
airport) as common user facility so
that other suppliers or interested
airlines can position ATF at the
Bijwasan common user facility

through rail wagons and use the
common carrier pipeline from
Bijwasan”

For Mumbai, the second biggest
hub, the firm wanted two ATF
pipelines of HPCL and BPCL that
bring fuel from the two refineries
of the PSUs in the city, to be
operated on a common carrier
basis by giving other companies
the right to use them.

For Bengaluru, which is home to
the third largest airport in the
country, Reliance wanted tie-in
connection to the commeon carrier
pipeline from the upcoming ATF
tank farm atPLs marketing
terminal at Devangonthi as
bringing products through tanker
trucks to the airport fuel farm was
not feasible in view of traftic woes.
While the pipeline supply to
Hyderabad airport is operated on
a common carrier open access
basis, Reliance wanted the capacity
of the pipeline to be increased to
accommodate future demand and
allow access to the storage tanks
and rail wagon unloading facilities
at Malkapur. It made similar

suggestions for Kochi and
Lucknow airports.

“Pipelines are an efficient,
economical and safe mode of bulk
transportation  from  supply
installations to demand centres
and these measures (proposed by
PNGRB) will promote
competition, ensure compliance
with environmental and safety
statutes and avoid infructuous
investments by optimum
utilisation of product storage and
pipeline infrastructure, Reliance
said. Such competition, it said, will
benefit airline companies, which
incur one-third of their cost on
fuel.

The Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board (PNGRB) had
invited comments from the public
and various stakeholders
including oil marketing
companies (OMCs), airport
operators, and airlines operators
for development of aviation
turbine fuel (ATF) pipelines
connecting various greenfield and
brownfield existing and upcoming
airports in India.
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Kochi Port turns green
as LNG powered
carrier sails across

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN M KOCHI

he Vallarpadom

Container Terminal at
Kochi, one of the biggest
ports in Asia “turned green”
on Sundayas 365 meter long
container carrier sailed into
the jetty to unload giant con-
tainers. It is not because of
jealously that the port turned
green but the kind of fuel
which is being used to power
the ship’s engines. Instead of
conventional diesel, the ship
is powered by LNG (Liquefied
Natural Gas) which is eco-
friendly and fuel efficient,
Captain Bhaskar Kunji, chief
pilot of Kochi Port Trust,
told the Pioneer.
Hitherto all ships that berthed
in Kochi were sailing on
diesel. “I will not say this is
the first LNG powered ship
that has called on Kochi as the
LNG meanyt for the terminal
near the Port have seen some
containers that use the gas as
fuel. But this is the first time
a container powered by LNG
calls on Kochi Port,” said
Bhaskar who led the ship
from outer sea to the Port
through the complex shipping
channel.
The advantage with LNG is
that it is fuel efficient as well
as less polluting than diesel.
“Moreover, the ships could
switch over to diesel in the

eventuality of the LNG getting
exhausted mid-way. We rate
this as a game changer in
global shipping business,” said
Bhasker.

The Ship MSC ROSE (owned
by Aponte family based in
Italy and has headquarters in
Switzerland) has the capacity
to carry 15,500 TEU ( Twenty
Equivalent Unit, a measure of
the cargo capacity used in
shipping parlance).

One TEU means volume of a
20 foot long inter modal con-
tainer (19.1 foot long and
eight foot wide) metal box.
“You are in for major sur-
prises because much bigger
container carriers are on their
was to India since the last
three-four years because of
the changed economic sce-
nario. India is a major player
in global trade and it is the
impact of the development
that such careers call on ports
in India,” said a shipping
executive working with a for-
eign company.

Good reason for all to turn
green and go green
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10C exports premium fuel XP1oo to Sri Lanka

NEW DELHI: India’s energy
major, Indian Oil Corpora-
tion (10C), exported its first-
ever parcel of the superior 100
octane premium fuel, XP100
from Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Trust (JNPT), Nava Sheva,
Navi Mumbai.

Tailored for premium high-
end vehicles, XP100 is set to
offer superior performance for
its customers in Sri Lanka.

This milestone of exporting
XP100 to Sri Lanka symbol-
ises [OC’s ambition to become
a global energy player, rec-
ognised not just for the scale
of operations but also for the
quality of products and con-
tributions to a sustainable
future.

Flagging off the inaugu-
ral shipment, V Satish Kumar,
Director (Marketing), Indian

India’s first

100 octane

petrol XP100

is domestically
developed,
leveraging firm’s
indigenous Octamax
Technology

Qil Corporation stated: “Today
marks a momentous occasion

as another one of our products
moves out to conquer new
markets in Sri Lanka. This is
the third time we are taking
a product offshore, showcas-
ing our potential to send qual-
ity products from India to the
world?”

Sujoy Choudhary, Direc-
tor (Planning & Business
Development) and Chairman
Lanka 10C shared “This is a
historic day as we flag off our
premium product XP100 to
Sri Lanka. We have drawn up
comprehensive promotional
schemes to ensure this prod-
uct gets wider visibility and
acceptability”

Indias first 100 octane
petrol XP100 is domestically
developed, leveraging the com-
pany’s indigenous Octamax
Technology.

Designed for high-end
vehicles, XP100 is distin-
guished by its exceptional
anti-knock properties is engi-
neered to enhance engine
performance, faster accelera-
tion, smoother drivability and
improved fuel economy.

It’s advanced formulation
reduces engine deposits and
emissions in high compres-
sion ratio engines, optimiz-
ing vehicle performance and
longevity while minimizing
maintenance.

Exceeding I5-2796 speci-
fications, XP100 is also eco-
friendly fuel with significantly
reduced tailpipe emissions.
The event was attended by
Girish Thomas, GM (Traf-
fic), INPT, Lanka IOC team,
IndianOil employees and port
authorities. MPOST
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Reliance seeks access to ATF
pipelines, storages of o1l PSUs

The company is looking for a larger pie of [uel trade at some of Asia’s busiest airports

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Reliance Indus-
tries Ltd has sought access to
pipelines and storages that pub-
lic sector oil companies have
built over the years for supply-
ing jet fuel (ATF) from depots
and oil refineries to airports, as
it looks for a larger pie of fuel
trade at some of Asia’s busiest
airports.

Reliance, which produces
a fourth of India’s aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF), wants access
to storage depots outside the
Delhi airport as well as to pipe-
lines leading to Mumbai, Beng-
aluru, and Hyderabad airports.
It currently supplies small vol-
umes of ATF when compared
with supplies made by state-
owned firms.

The firm made the sugges-
tion in its comments to oil regu-
lator PNGRB's draft regulation
calling for supply of ATF in all
existing and future airports
through pipelines that can be
accessed by any supplier so as
tobring in competition and cut
fuel cost.

While the fuel market is
open, airplanes at the country’s
busiest airports are fed by pipe-
lines that were built by state-
owned Indian Oil Corporation
(I0C), Bharat Petroleum Cor-
poration Ltd (BPCL) and Hin-
dustan Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (HPCL) over decades.

Reliance, which produces a fourth of India’s
aviation turbine fuel (ATF), wants access to
storage depots outside the Delhi airport

as well as to pipelines leading to Mumbai,
Bengaluru, and Hyderabad airports

Reliance, which has been
for more than a decade now
secking access to pipelines that
supply ATF to airports espe-
cially at Mumbai, stated that
“the common carrier pipeline
scope (which gives third par-
ties access to pipelines built by
PSUs) should encompass the
associated storage facilities and
pumping stations at the ‘off-site’
oil terminal facilities as they
form an integral part of the ATF
supply chain.’

“This will promote a com-
petitive market for supply and
distribution of ATF to the air-

port ‘on-site’ storage facilities,”
it said. Out of the 17.12 mil-
lion tonnes of aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) produced by public
and private sector refineries,
8.2 million tonnes is consumed
within the country and the rest
is exported. Reliances twin
refineries at Jamnagar produce
close to 5 million tonnes of ATE
alarge part of it is exported.

ATF demand in India is
growing in double digits as
more people fly. It rose by 11.8
per cent in the fiscal year ended
March 31, 2024.

At Delhi International Air-

port, the country’s biggest hub
ofairlines, IOC and BPCL sup-
ply the bulk of the 2.7 million
kilolitres per annum jet fuel
requirement. This is because
they not just own the pipeline
but also storages outside the air-
port. Third parties have access
to pipelines going into the air-
port but in absence of storage
they can't supply much.

Reliance said it was “nec-
essary to declare off-site ATF
storage facilities at Bijwasan
(outside the airport) as common
user facility so that other sup-
pliers or interested airlines can
position ATF at the Bijwasan
common user facility through
rail wagons and use the com-
mon carrier pipeline from
Bijwasan.”

For Mumbai, the second
biggest hub, the firm wanted
two ATF pipelines of HPCL
and BPCL that bring fuel from
the two refineries of the PSUs
in the city, to be operated on a
common carrier basis by giv-
ing other companies the right
to use them.

For Bengaluru, which is
home to the third largest air-
port in the country, Reliance
wanted tie-in connection to the
common carrier pipeline from
the upcoming ATF tank farm at
MRPLs marketing terminal at
Devangonthi as bringing prod-
ucts through tanker trucks to
the airport fuel farm was not

feasible in view of traffic woes.

While the pipeline supply
to Hyderabad airport is oper-
ated on a common carrier open
access basis, Reliance wanted
the capacity of the pipeline to
be increased to accommodate
future demand and allow access
to the storage tanks and rail
wagon unloading facilities at
Malkapur. It made similar sug-
gestions for Kochiand Lucknow
airports.

“Pipelines are an efficient,
economical and safe mode of
bulk transportation from supply
installations to demand centres
and these measures (proposed
by PNGRB) will promote com-
petition, ensure compliance
with environmental and safety
statutes and avoid infructuous
investments by optimum utili-
sation of product storage and
pipeline infrastructure,” Reli-
ance said. Such competition, it
said, will benefit airline com-
panies, which incur one-third
of their cost on fuel.

'The Petroleum and Natural
Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB)
had invited comments from the
public and various stakeholders
including oil marketing compa-
nies (OMCs), airport operators,
and airlines operators for devel-
opment of aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) pipelines connecting var-
ious greenfield and brownfield
existing and upcoming airports
in India.
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