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RIL to move Dubai
crude oil team back

REUTERS
New Delhi, 25 October

Reliance Industries, operator of the
world’s biggest refining complex, is
restructuring its trading operations,
including moving most of its Dubai
crude oil trading team back to
Mumbai, two sources said.

The relocation of its crude trading
team by the end of this year comes
after the firm secured long-term oil
supplies from Russia, reducing the
need to buy spot cargoes, said one of
the sources, who spoke
on condition of ano-
nymity as the informa-
tion was private.

“Now Reliance has
a crude import deal
with Russia. It also has
evergreen kind of
crude import deals
with major producers
in the Middle East, so
there is no need to
incur extra cost for
keeping the staff
there,” the source said.

Reliance did not
respond to Reuters’

to India by year-end

email seeking comments.

In 2021, the company announced
the opening of an office in UAE to
trade oil and refined fuels including
petrochemicals.

A year later, Reliance moved its
crude trading team to Dubai as the city
became the hub for Russian oil trade
after the invasion of Ukraine by
Moscow.

Reliance’s two sophisticated refin-
eries atits Jamnagar complex can pro-
cess nearly 1.4 million barrels of oil |
daily. The private refiner is capable of
processing some of the toughest heavy
crude grade, sold at discounts
which improves its profit
margins.

Reliance currently
has about 20 crude
traders in the Dubai
office, thesourcessaid.

“Barring 3-4 crude

traders all will be
(moved) back to
Mumbai,” the second
source said, adding
that the remaining
traders will eventually
return to Reliance’s
headquarters.
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KEY OBJECTIVE To prepare operating model to make India ‘energy-independent’ by 2047

Oil Min Plans to Recast Itself
to Realise its Stgl Vision

Sanjeev Choudhary

New Delhi: The petroleum mini-
stry is aiming to restructure and
reform itself to enhance its effec-
tiveness as a policymaker for add-
ressing future challenges in the
energy sector.

It has sought to appoint a consul-
tant with a wide-ranging manda-
te to help in “formulating and
implementing strategic initiati-
ves and a comprehensive restruc-
turing plan.”

“The goal is to equip the Mini-
stry of Petroleum and Natural
Gas (MoPNG) to fulfill its strate-
gic vision and achieve its manda-
te,” the ministry said in a tender
document, seeking for a consul-
tant who is expected to identify
“key strategic streams for next
two decades aimed at 2047.” India
is aiming to become energy-inde-
pendent by 2047. The consultant
will have to “envision possible fu-
ture role to be played by MoPNG
based on current and evolving re-
sponsibilities and recommend an
operating model for the to-be or-

Led by union minister Hardeep Singh Puri, the ministry has sought that the
consultant study agencies in at least 3 developed and developing nations

ganisation including designing
the process maps and metrics,
workflow and service levels, re-
engineering internal and exter-
nal stakeholder interface, desig-
ning optimum organisation
structure,” the document read.
Led by union minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, the ministry is pre-
sently organised along functions
such as exploration, refining,
marketing, gas, and internatio-
nal cooperation. It oversees seve-
ral state-run companies with the
overall objective of managingthe

country’s oil and gas sector and
ensuringenergy security.

“Delivering and expanding this
mandate is challenging for
MoPNGas it callsfordrivingstra-
tegic initiatives against rapidly
evolvingfocusareas with new wa-
ysof working,” it said.

The petroleum ministry’s re-
cord has been mixed in the past
decade. While India has made ra-
pid strides on ethanol use in
transportation, the goals of cut-
ting oil and gas imports by 10%,
boosting oil output, attracting fo-

reign investors in domesticexplo-
ration, and raising the share of
natural gas in domestic energy
use have not progressed as much
as expected.

Asperthedocument, the consul-
tant will have to prepare a road-
map after studying energy mini-
stries and agencies in at least
three developed and developing
countries. The consultant will al-
so have to “assess current know-
ledge capacities in the ministry
and identify specific skill gaps of
re-skilling/induction training in
the context of an evolving energy
landscape and prepare aroadmap
for capacity building”.

“The future of oil and gas in In-
dia will involve much more and
much faster exploration & pro-
duction, much more use of gas,
many more sources of oil and gas
with the long haul of primary
energy (crude & gas) and scale-up
of refining and strategic stora-
ge,” the ministry said. “It willalso
entail overall energy demand ma-
nagementaswellas capability bu-
ild for dealing with competition
indownstream (sector).”
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Lower refining, marketing margins
pull down HPCL's PAT in Q2

Q2 earnings report anzen

Qur Bureau
New Delhi

State-run Hindustan Petro-
leum Corporation (HPCL)
on Friday reported that its
consolidated net profit
tanked by almost 98 per cent
year-on-year (y-o-y) to 143
crore for Q2FY25 due to
lower refining and marketing
margins.

On a sequential basis, the
net profit of the oil market-
ing company (OMC) was
down by 78 per cent.

HPCL's consolidated total
income during the July-
September quarter this fiscal
year stood at around 1.09
lakh crore compared to¥1.22
lakh crore in Q1 FY25 and
T1.03 lakh crorein Q2 FY24.

“The primary reasons for
lower PAT are suppressed
marketing margins on select
petroleum products, re-
duced refining margins due
tolower cracks and falling in-
ternational crude and
product prices,” HPCL said.

Average Gross Refining
Margins  (GRMs)  for
Q2FY25 were $3.12 per bar-
rel ($13.33 per barrel in
Q2FY24 and $5.03 per barrel
in Q1 FY25).

The reduction in GRMs is
in line with the trend of in-
ternational benchmark
product cracks, the OMC
added.

Its consolidated total ex-
penses stood at ¥1.08 lakh
crore in Q2FY25 compared
to %1.21 lakh crore in Q1
FY25 and 96,267 crore in
Q2FY24.

HPCL’s acting CMD Ra-
jneesh Narang, in an investor
call, said the OMC recorded

Q2Fy24
Total income 1,03,010.71
Total expenses 96,266.66
Net profit 5,826.96

01 FY25 02FY25
1,21,488.56 1,08,773.93
1,21,071.57 1,08,033.72

633.94 142.67

Consolidated  Source: Company

a 2,057 crore under-recov-
ery on selling domestic LPG
at government rates.

The company also booked
an inventory loss of ¥1,400
crore as international oil
prices fell by about $5 per
barrel during Q2 FY25. This
compared to an inventory
gain of ¥900 crore on refin-
ing business in July-Septem-
ber 2023, added Narang, who
also holds the charge of Dir-
ector (Finance).

OPERATIONAL METRICS
During the period April-
September 2024, HPCL re-
fineries recorded highest
ever crude throughput of
12.06 million tonne (MT),
operatingat 103.7 per cent of
the installed capacity, regis-
tering an increase of 8.2 per
cent y-o-y over the through-
putof11.15 MT a year-ago.

During Q2 FY25, the re-
fineries recorded crude
throughput of 6.30 MT (op-
erating close to 107.7 per
cent of the installed capa-
city) registering an increase
of 9.6 per cent y-o-y over the
throughput of 5.75 MT dur-
ing Q2FY24.

Widening the company’s
crude basket, HPCL pro-
cured two new grades of
crude (Jubilee and Pazflor)
for the first time.

During the period April-
September 2024, HPCL re-
corded sales volume of 24.25

MT (including exports) re-
gistering a growth of 7.3 per
centy-o-v.

The company recorded
sales volume of 11.62 MT
(including exports) during
Q2 FY25 registering a
growth of 8.2 per cent y-o-v.

On the domestic front,
HPCL achieved sales volume
growth of 5.6 per cent during
the quarter as against PSU
Industry growth of 1.8 per
cent,

HPCL also recorded a
market share gain of 0.78 per
cent amongst PSU oil com-
panies during the quarter.

During Q2FY25, sales of
motor fuels stood at 6.8 MT,
registering a growth of 4.5
per cent y-o-v.

And in case of LPG, the
company achieved a sales
volume of 2.25 MT, whichisa
growth of 5.9 per cent y-o-y.

The aviation business of
the company recorded a
growth of 19.6 per cent y-o-y
with sales volume touching
2,50,000 tonnes. HPCL's lub-
ricants  segment  sales
volume was 1,638,000 tonnes
during the quarter, a growth
of 5 per cent y-o-y.

During Q2FY25, the com-
pany recorded its highest-
ever petrochemical sales of
30,400 tonnes.

HPCL also recorded a
pipeline throughput of 6.53
MT, a growth of 6.5 per cent
y-0-y.
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Low gross refining margin
drags BPCL's Q2 profit

A tough guarter

(in¥cr)

Q2 FY25 QLFY25 Q2FY24
Totalincome  1,18,646.20  1.28,676.88 1,17,332.95
Total expenses 116,133  1,25054.86 1,06,512.29
Net profit 2,297.23 2,841.55 8,243.55

consolidated

Source; Company

—
Our Bureau
New Delhi

State-run Bharat Petroleum
Corporation (BPCL) on Fri-
day reported a 73 per cent
year-on-year (y-o-y) drop in
its consolidated net profit at
%2,297.23 crore in Q2 FY25
on account of lower refining
and marketing margins.

On a sequential basis, the
oil marketing company’s
(OMC) net profit was down
by 19 per cent. Consolidated
EBITDA (earnings before in-
terest, taxes, depreciation,
and amortisation) tanked by
more than 58 per cent y-o-y
to 35,795 crore.

EARNINGS REPORT

The OMC posted a consolid-
ated total income of ¥1.19
lakh crore in Q2FY25, com-
pared to 1.29 lakh crore in
Q1 FY25 and %1.17 lakh
crore in Q2 FY24. Average
Gross Refining Margin
(GRM) for April-September
2024 stood at $6.12 per bar-

businessline.

Disclaimer: Readers are requested to verify
8 make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themsefves about the veracity of an
advertisement before responding to any
published in  this newspaper. THG
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher &
Owmner of this newspaper, does not vouch for
the authenticity of any advertisement or
advertizer or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services, In no event can the
Owmer, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Directons,
Employees of this newspaperjcompany be
held responsiblefliable in any manner
whatsoever for any claims and/or damages
for advertisements in this newspaper.

rel against $15.42 a barrel in
the corresponding compar-
ative period. BPCL’s consol-
idated total expenses stood
at 116 lakh crore in
Q2FY25, against ¥1.25 lakh
crore in Q1FY25 and ¥1.07
lakh crore in Q2 FY24.

The OMC also said that its
Board has decided not to
pursue raising of capital
through Rights Issue owing
to improved internal genera-
tion of funds and also the
communication  received
from the Ministry of Petro-
lem & Natural Gas
(MoPNG) regarding non al-
location of funds for capital
support to OMCs in the
budget FY25 and hence Gov-
ernment of India’s non parti-
cipation in the issue.

The market sales for the
July-September 2024 in-
creased to 12.39 million
tonnes (MT) in comparison
to 12.19 MT in Q2FY24.
Sales grew by 1.64 per cent y-
o-y. The throughput was
10.28 MT against 9.35 MT a
year-ago.

BPCL added 541 new fuel
stations in H1 FY25, taking
their network strength to
22,380. It also added 7 new
distributors, taking the LPG
distributor network strength
to 6,256, while the customer
base increased to 9.52 crore.
BPCL commissioned 91
CNG stations in H1 FY25
taking the total CNG sta-
tions to 2,120.
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India, Germany sign MoUs on
green hydrogen, tech & trade

TRADE BOOST. EU, India free trade agreement could happen soon: German Chancellor

|
Our Bureau
New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday met German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and
discussed a wide range of is-
sues focused on bolstering
bilateral strategic ties. Modi
welcomed Scholz for a one-
on-one meeting at his official
residence here and is learnt
to have exchanged views on
areas such as defence, trade
and clean energy.

Speaking at the Asia-Pa-
cific Conference of German
Business, Olaf Scholz said,
“We must avoid one-sided
dependencies, particularly in
areas of strategic importance
— critical raw materials and
certain technologies, for in-
stance.”

“India is becoming a
prime centre of diversifica-
tion and de-risking and is
emerging as a hub of global
trade and manufacturing.
Given this scenario, now is
the most opportune time for

FRIENDLY TIES. Prime Minister Narendra Modi with German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz at a meeting in New Delhi

you to make in India, and
make for the world,” Modi
said after both the leaders
opened the Asia-Pacific Con-
ference of German Business.

GERMAN DELEGATION

The German Chancellor,
whois here ona three-day of-
ficial visit withalarge delega-
tion of his ministerial col-
leagues and industry
representatives, also stated
that the free trade agree-

ment between the European
Union and India, which he
has been pushing for, “could
happen in months rather
than years.”

Hailing that German cab-
inet has released “Focus on
India” document, Modi
stated that the two of the
world’s leading economies,
together, can become a force
for global good.

The Prime Minister took
note of what he said the trust

Germany has expressed in
the skilled workforce of In-
dia as the European nation
has decided to increase the
number of visas for skilled
Indians from 20,000 to
90,000 per year.

PACTS SIGNED

The two countries signed
several treaties, agreements
and documents including on
Mutual Legal Assistance
Treaty (MLAT) in Criminal
Matters, Agreement on the
Exchange and Mutual Pro-
tection of Classified Inform-
ation, Indo-German Green
Hydrogen Road Map, Road
Map on Innovation and
Technology, and Joint De-
claration of Intent for Joint
Cooperation in Research and
Development on Advanced
Materials. Modi and Scholz
also co-chaired the seventh
round of India-Germany
Inter-Governmental Con-
sultations. Both leaders ap-
preciated the renewed mo-
mentum in bilateral
engagement.
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Challans for 260K

vehicles without
PUC certificates

Alok K N Mishra

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: As the city grapples
with air pollution, the trans-
port department and Delhi
Police have issued challans to
around 262,000 vehicles plying
without the mandatory pollu-
tion under control (PUC) certif-
icates this year till October 21
The number was 166,000
throught the year in 2023 and
around 202,000 in 2022,
according to data from the
Delhi Disaster Management
Authority, also accessed by HT.

Section 190(2) of the Motor
Vehicles Act makes it manda-
tory for vehicles to have PUC
certificates.

The owner of a vehicle ply-
ing without a valid PUC certifi-
cate can be prosecuted and
imprisoned for up to three
months, or fined up to 10,000,
or both.

In the first three weeks of
October, as many as 40,500
vehicles have been fined for not
having a PUC certificate, 25,000
fines were issued in September,
and 16,360 in August.

“The crackdown against the
vehicles without PUCC has
been intensified with several
teams of the transport depart-
ment and traffic police person-
nel randomly checking vehicles

Q‘ﬁ

Itis the time to plan
implementation of
remote sensing
measurement for
more efficient
screening of
polluting vehicles
and their removal
from the fleet

ANUMITA
ROYCHOWDHURY,

Environment expert

and issuing challans,” a trans-
port department official said,
adding that the teams are posi-
tioned at locations which wit-
ness high movement of vehi-
cles. A few teams are also
checking vehicles which turn
up at petrol pumps for refilling.

Anumita Roychowdhury,
executive director (research
and advocacy) at Centre for Sci-
ence and Environment, said,
“Pollution under control com-
pliance needs to be 100% in any
case. Butitis also very impor-
tant to audit PUC centres to
ensure machines are properly
calibrated and credible authen-

tic tests are being conducted. It
is also the time to plan imple-
mentation of remote sensing
measurement for more effi-
cient screening of polluting
vehicles and their removal
from the fleet. That can help to
reduce gross vehicular pollu-
tion.”

There are around 945 PUC
centres in Delhi, including
around 600 at petrol pumps.
For pollution testing, the PUC
centres charge 80 for petrol,
CNG, or LPG (including bio-
fuel) two and three-wheelers;
2110 for petrol, CNG, or LPG
(including biofuel) four-wheel-
ers and above categories and
2140 for diesel-powered vehi-
cles.

Bibek Banerjee, general sec-
retary of Delhi Petrol Dealers
Association, said that due to
the checks during pollution
season, the PUC centres wit-
ness a rush of vehicles getting
their tailpipe emissions
checked.

The total number of motor
vehicles on road in the Capital
as on March 31, 2023 was 79.45
lakh. Delhi government has
banned diesel vehicles older
than 10 years and petrol vehi-
cles older than 15 years.

Further, 6,259,214 vehicles
have been deregistered till
2022-23 by the government.
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BPCL profitdown
72% onhigher costs,
weakmargins

AMRITHA PILLAY
Mumbai, 25 October

State-run Bharat Petroleum
Corporation (BPCL) reported
a 72 per cent slump in its net
profit for the second quarter of
the current financial year
(Q2FY25) over higher expenses
and weak refining margins.

For the quarter under
review, BPCL's consolidated
net profit was 32,297.2 crore,
down from 8,243.6 crore a
year ago. The state-run oil
marketing company’s (OMC’s)
revenue was almost flat at
31.02 trillion against 31.03 tril-
lion a year ago.

In a separate disclosure to
BSE, the firm said that its
board has decided not to pur-
sue the earlier shared plans for
fund raising through a Rights
Issue. The change in plans, the
company said, was owing to
“improved internal generation
of funds and also the commu-
nication received from the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas regarding non
allocation of funds for capital
support of Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) in the
budget 2024-25 and hence
Government of India’s non
participation in the issue.” The
company was earlier seeking
to raise funds of up to 318,000
crore through a rights issue.

SHARP SLIP

BPCLconsolidated
figures in< crore

Revenue Net Profit
Q2FY25 102,785.3 2,297.2
Q-0-Q chg -9.1% -19.2%
Y-0-Y chg =0.3% F-12.1%

Source: Company
Compiled by BS Research Bureau

Expenses, in the same peri-
od, rose nine per cent to .16
trillion. For the first half of
FY25, the company reported
average gross refining margins
(GRMs) of $6.12 per barrel, low-
er from $15.42 per barrel a year
ago, before factoring the
impact of Special Additional
Excise Duty and Road &
Infrastructure Cess, levied
July 2022 onwards.

BPCL also missed Street
estimates, as in a Bloomberg
poll, five analysts estimated a
revenue of X1.07 trillion and
seven analysts estimated an
income adjusted of 3834
crore. Sequentially, BPCL's net
profitfell 19.2 per cent and rev-
enue dipped nine per cent.

BPCL said, as of September
30, 2024, it had a cumulative
netnegative buffer of34,119.72
crore and accordingly the rev-
enue from the sale of liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) was
reduced by this amount.
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BPCL Profit
Drops 72% to
Z2.397 crin Q2

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Bharat Petroleum
Corp (BPCL) reported a 72% year-
on-year decline in profit at 2,397
croreforthe July-September quar-
ter on weak refining margins. Sha-
resof BPCLfell nearly 5% to%305.9
apiece Friday when the bench-
mark BSE Sensex fell 0.8%.

The company’s revenue from
operations grew 1% to %1,17,952
crore and it reported a gross refi-
ning margin of $6.1 per barrel for
the April-September period com-
pared to $15.4 in the year-earlier
period. HPCL's operating margin
declined to 4.61% in the second qu-
arter as compared to 11.73% in the
year-ago period.

Refining margins have sharply
shrunk as there is an oversupply
of fuels in the global market while
Chinese demand remains weak.

Apumppricefreeze in the domes-
tic market, however, has ensured
supernormal marketing margins
on the sale of petrol and diesel.

BPClL'ssales volume increased in
the July-September quarter to
12.39 million metric tonnes (MMT)
from 12.19 MMT in the correspon-
ding quarter of the previous yvear.
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BPCL Q2 net slides
72% to 32,397 crore

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAIL

Bharat Petroleum Corpora-
tion Ltd. (BPCL) second-
quarter net profit plunged
72%  year-on-year to
32,397.23 crore on account
of weak refining margins.
Gross Refining Margin
(GRM) stood at $4.41 a bar-
rel compared with $18.49 a
barrel a year earlier.
Revenue for the quarter
ended September 30 grew
a tad to %1,17,951.69 crore
from 1,16,594.25 crore.
The firm’s debt-equity ra-
tio as of September 30 was
0.28, compared with 0.32

: : —— 1]
" BMARAT BHAVA

last year. Sales rose by a
marginal 1.64% to 12.39
MMT from 12.19 MMT a
year earlier.

For the July-September
quarter, BPCL's through-
put was almost 10% higher
at 10.28 MMT, compared
with 9.35 MMT in the same
quarter last year.
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AQI: Adaptable, Quick-Acting Ideas

Tackle air pollution via effective measures like big subsidies on LPG, per-acre financial
help for stubble management, incentives for small factories to switch to clean fuel

Chandra Bhushan

We know we're losing the battle aga-
inst air pollution, yet we persist with
the same corrective measures, hoping
for different results. The Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP) serves as
agoodexample. GRAP protocols are
triggered when the Air Quality Index (AQI)reaches
“poor” category. However, most measures within
GRAP involve actions that should be standard
practice year-round, regardless of air quality.

Effective waste management, prohibiting open
burning, enforcing pollution laws, managing traffic,
and suppressing dust on roads and construction
sitesshould all be routine. Unfortunately, we only start
implementing these measures when pollution reaches
toxic levels.

Besides, these interventions barely make a dent in
AQI. Data shows that reductions in pollution during
the winter months are more due to rainfall and
wind speed changes than the effectiveness of GRAP
measures. So, what are we missing? What big actions
could genuinely reduce pollution levels?

This writer has discussed in the past the need for a
regional action planand addressing the root causes of air
pollution - such as widespread use of biomass and coal,
as well as dust from land degradation. But there are also
several high-impact strategies that must be implemen-
ted to improve air quality within the next five years.

PM Ujjwala 3.0 | Our study shows that Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojanahas been the most impactfulair pollu-
tion intervention in the last decade. Expandingaccess
to clean cooking fuel across Delhi-NCR could reduce
PM2.5 levels by 25%. Achieving this will require a new
PM Ujjwala Yojana to transition households to LPG or
electricity for cooking.

Research indicates a 75% subsidy is necessary to
enable exclusive LPG use in low-income households,
requiring around 25,000-6,000 per household annually.
In Delhi-NCR, this initiative would cost around ¥6,000-
7,000cr per year, a fraction of the healthcare costs
associated with air pollution-related diseases.

This will be a profoundly pro-poor and pro-women
initiative, especially considering that nearly 6L Indians,
primarily women, die prematurely due to indoor air
pollution each year.

Clean heating fuel | Across India, over 90% of house-
holds rely on biomass and solid fuels to heat their
homes during winter, contributing to pollution spikes

in Dec and Jan. One of China’s pivotal air quality
initiatives was a national clean heating fuel policy.
While developing a similar long-term plan is essential,
in the short term, Delhi govt could ensure that only
electricity is used for winter heating and enforce a
strict ban on open burning. This will yield swift
improvements in Delhi’s air quality.

Package to end stubble burning | Curbing stubble
burning would reduce the occurrence of severe and
hazardous air pollution days in winter months. For
this, both short- and long-term strategies are needed.
In the long term, agriculture in Punjab, Haryana, and
parts of UP must transition from intensive rice-wheat
farmingtoadiversified crop system.

Intheshortterm, tech and incentives canplay a key
role. Thesimplest tech solution is tomodify or mandate
combine harvesters that cut closer to the ground like
manual harvesting, leaving minimal stubble.

Additionally, an incentive of 1,000 per acre - similar
to what Harvana govt provides - could encourage
farmers to manage stubble sustainably, coupled with

penalties, such as fine and exclusion from govt schemes
for those who continue to burn it. This scheme would
costapprox 22,500cr annually.

Energy transition in industry | Industry and power plants
account for roughly one-third of annual PM2.5 emissions
in Delhi-NCR. Reducing these will require tech upgrades
and stricter enforcement. A scheme encouraging
MSMEs to adopt cleaner fuel sources, especially
electric boilers and furnaces, could significantly
curbemissions.

For larger industries, stringent pollution norms
and enforcement are essential. Shutting down older
thermal power plants and enforcing the 2015 standards,
which have yet to be fully implemented, will also be critical.

Transition to EVs | Scaling up use of EVs is crucial.

Initially, the focus should be on transitioning
two- and three-wheelers, as well as buses, since
they are already economically viable.
Aiming for 100% electrification of new two- and
three-wheeler sales by 2030 and converting all new buses
to electric by 2025 in Delhi-NCR, would significantly
lower emissions. Additionally, setting a 30-50% electri-
fication target for cars and other vehicles will help
accelerate the transition to cleaner transport.

Greenbelt development | Dust pollution from within Delhi
and neighbouring areas, coupled with seasonal dust from
Thar Desert, has a substantial impact on air quality
Creatinga green belt around Delhi would serve as a natural
barrier against incoming dust. Additionally, increasing
green cover within the city, including roadside and open
space greening, is essential to control local dust pollution.

Strengthen municipalities | Local sources of pollution -
such as dust from roads and construction, open burning,
traffic congestion, and inadequate waste management -
are best controlled by municipalities. Municipalities
must be held accountable for addressing these issues year-
round. Strengthening National Clean Air Programme
to support municipal efforts will be key to achieving
sustainable air quality improvements.

We can reduce air pollution by as much as 50-60% in
the next five years if we implement these measures.
However, this will not be easy. We need to work with
millions of households, farmers, and vehicle owners and
hundreds of thousands of industries to make it happen.

There are no quick fixes to improving air quality.
Only systemic changes involving all stakeholders will
allow Delhi’s residents to breathe easy.

The writer isan environmentalist
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Petronet LNG Ltd shares unaudited
results for the recent quarter

During the quarter ended Septem-
ber 30 (current quarter), Dahej
terminal processed 225 TBTU of
LNG as against 210 TBTU during
the corresponding quarter ended
September 30, 2023 and 248
TBTU during the previous quarter
ended June 30, 2024. The overall
LNG volume processed by the
Company in the current quarter
was 239 TBTU.
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