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Centre lifts curbs on ethanol
production from cane juice

The Centre has lifted restrictions on production
of ethanol from sugarcane juice, b-heavy and
c-heavy molasses for the next ethanol supply
year that begins in November. The Department
of Food and Public Distribution and the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas will review the
diversion for ethanol periodically. The
department had restricted ethanol production
since last December to ensure the domestic
market had adequate supply of sugar.
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(‘1” aharash-
tra, most
likely to
become

i the coun-
_=Ws first
state to achieve a trillion
dollar make, has

its sights set on becoming
a renewable energy leader
alongside growth in other
areas. At a panel discussion
titled Maharashtra's Energy
Transition, expert panelists
including industry leaders
and policymakers deliber-
ated on the challenges, op-
portunities, and necessary
policy frameworks to ac-
celerate the transition while
ensuring justice for com-
munities and groups that
may be adversely impacted
by the migration away from
fossil fuels.

director

Abhljn Ghorpld;
the shtra  state

rnments climate ac-
don cell, said alongside the
country’s netzero targets
for 2070 announced by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at COP26 in 2021, and
alongside targets to reduce
45% carbon emission and
enhance the country’s car-
bon sink by five times by
2030, the state government
of Maharashtra has outlined
plans to reduce de,
on fossil fuels from 74% to
50%, in “a massive energy
transition”. He said by 2025,
the entire fleet of buses in
Mumbai will run on renew-
ables, while the state trans-
port corporation will also
have 5,000 green buses.

“Now it is compulsory for all
public buildings to be green
buildings; we have recently
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Ghorpade also spoke on the
“just transitions’ roadmap for
the state. “We are the larg-
est sub-national economy

goal while also achieving the
net zero objectives,” he said.
“In order to ensure that the
transition is not painful, so
that it becomes inclusive,
just and fair, we hnve !o
adopt a just

launched the
tion roadmap for the build-
ing sector,” he said, a step
critical for the most urban-
ised state in India.

icy that tackles any dlsrup-
tion of the job market, we
must have a massive skilling
programme, etc.”

S Laks| n, execu-
tive director (sustainability)
of Indian Oil Corporation
Ltd ,spoke on various meas-
ures that the oil lndllsl!y.
a hard to abate industry, is
taking to reduce emissions
while maintaining India’s
energy security.

Indian per capiu energy
bout L6

ly assume that this 16 tonne
per year will go to about 3

renewable energy installed
capacity, which is approxi-
mately about 7 lakh to 8
lakh GWh (giga watt hour)
of energy per year. Our con-

tonne per year, is mlu:h Jow-
er than in the West where
it ranges between 5 tonne
per year and 10 tonne per.
“When we're talking about
howwe will grow, I can safe-

p today is about 16
lakh gwH per year. If I say by
2030 energy consumption is
going to double, it means
this entire 500 GW will not
be sufficient to take care
of the growth alone. This

means the ofl industry will
have to be there” he said.

Despite the countrywide
transition to unewubles
lOC[twnunues to

CAGR of 8% for &w com-
ing years, woven while they
themselves move towards
renewable energy in their
internal operations

If oil continues to be im-
portant to energy secu-
rity, emissions would be re-
duced through biofuels, he
said, explaining that a 15%
blending of ethanol in MS

(motor spirits) cuts 15% of
emissions. “The industries
consuming fuel need not do
anything — the emissions
are automatically coming
down.” Lakshi

also spoke of the nascent
but growing alternatives of
bio-diesel, and

is cheaper to buy and run.
Today, 80% of three wheel-
ers in India are EVS" he
said, adding that charging
stations are also growing in
numbers

He added, “Recently, lhe
central

biogas.

While the automobile in-
dustry is witnessing a quick
move away from the inter-

launched a zero carbon
emission trucking policy
which will play a huge
role in fighting against pol-
lution as transport sector
to 20% of car-

nal engine to
electric vehicles, Sandeep
Bangia, head of Strategy,
Transformation and E-Mo-
bility at Gulf Oil Lubricants
India Limited, stressed on
the need to incentivise EVs.
“An electric two-wheeler

There is a need
for balance
between growth
and sustainability.
The challenge is
how to grow while
not growing in
carbon emissions

-PRABODHA ACHARYA,
Chief sustainability officer,
1SW Group

bon emissions and in cities
like Delhi, it goes up to as
high as50%."

Shivang Mahadevia, head,
Corporate Strategy and Sus-
tainability at Tata Chemi-
cais, highlighted chemicai
industry’s efforts to curb
emissions. “We are an en-
ergy intensive industry and
although we are trying to
move away from fossil fuel,
we cannot scale the same

results. The industry is col-
lectively trying to address
the issue but we need a step-
by-step approach to bring in
massive change. Since we
cannot do away with coal
as of now, we need to
co-fire with biomass. Si-
multaneously, we need to
ensure electrification of
factories which will become
cheaper as well as helpful
to the environment,” said
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Govt gets
35,091 crore
dividend from 10C

PTI
NEW DELHI

The government has received
about Rs 5,091 crore from
Indian Oil Corp (IOCL) as divi-
dend, the Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) said on
Thursday.

The "Government has
received about Rs 5,091 crore
from IOCL as dividend
tranche,” DIPAM Secretary
Tuhin Kanta Pandey said in a
post on X. During the current
financial year 2024-25, so far
Rs 10,604.74 crore has been
obtained through dividend
from the CPSEs.

This include Rs 40 crore
from Electronics Corporation
of India Lid (ECIL), Rs 554
crore from Power Finance
Corp, and Rs 3443 crore from
TCIL as special dividend.
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Govt lifts cap on sugar diversion for

ethanol production starting November
b S

PTI

NEW DELHI

The government on Thursday
permitted use of sugarcane
juice and sugar syrup for etha-
nol production in the 2024-25
ethanol supply year (ESY),
reversing last year's ban.

In December 2023, the gov-
ernment prohibited the use of
sugarcane juice or sugar
syrup for ethanol production
in the 2023-24 ESY
(December-November) to
ensure adequate sugar avail-
ability for domestic consump-

tion and keep prices in check.

"Sugar mills and distilleries
are allowed to produce etha-
nol from sugarcane
juice/sugar syrup, B-Heavy
molasses as well as C-Heavy
molasses for ESY 2024-25 as
per the agreement/allocation

with OMCs (oil marketing
companies),” the food minis-
try order said.

The Food Ministry and
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Ministry will periodically
review the diversion of sugar
for ethanol production vis-a-
vis sugar production to ensure
year-round availability of
sugar for domestic consump-
tion, it added.

Ethanol blending in India
has reached 13.3 per cent by
July of the current season, up
from 12.6 per cent during the
2022-23 season.
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