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Bakeries seek 1-year
extension,

Shefali Parab-Pandit
MUMBAI
The Bakeries Association has
requested a one-year exten-
sion and financial subsidies to
switch to cleaner fuels. The
BMC'’s deadline for the switch
is July 8. While Mahanagar
Gas Limited (MGL) has
waived security deposits for
gas pipelines, infrastructure
costs remain a challenge.
With the BMC support, the
association will now apply for
subsidies under the Prime
Minister's  Micro  Food
Processing Enterprises
Scheme and file a review peti-
tion in court for an extension.
On Monday, members of
the association along with
Samajwadi Party MLA Rais
Shaikh met Commissioner
Bhushan Gagrani at BMC
headquarters. The meeting
was also attended by Mumbai
Fire Brigade officials and rep-
resentatives of MGL.

subsidies

“MGL officials have agreed
to map the city’s existing infra-
structure to facilitate the fuel
switch. Also, it has been
decided that there will be no
need to renew health licences
due to the fuel change.
Businesses will also receive a
30% subsidy under the PM
Formalisation of  Food
Processing Enterprises
Scheme, matched by the
Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board,” Shaikh said.

Khodadad Irani, president
of the Indian Bakers
Association, stated, “The time
allocated to convert our fire-
wood-based ovens to PNG is
inadequate, particularly as we
also need to replace the
ovens. We have requested
BMC to present this issue to
the court and are filing a
review petition for a one-year
extension.”

“We have requested BMC’s
assistance in securing a sub-
sidy for the conversion, and
they have agreed to help,” M
Yakub, president of the

Bombay Bakers Association,
added.
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Clean cooking push for low-income
homes boosts LPG imports in 2024

—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

Fuelling progress
BPL customers (in lakh) covered under various schemes as on Jan 1

India’s refined petroleum = 335 Al India
product (POL) imports dur-

ing 2024 rose to record
levels spurred by higher pur-
chases of liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG), as the 116
world’s third largest energy

consumer pushes clean i
cooking initiatives, particu- ==
larly targeting low-income North
households.
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According to OPEC’s Feb-
ruary 2025 report, India’s
product imports recorded
fresh highs in 2024, aver-
aging 1.2 million barrels per
day (mb/d), a gain of 85,000
b/d, or 8 per cent, over 2023.
“LPG inflows contributed
the most to the increase, up
71,000 b/d, or 12 per cent,
boosted by clean cooking
programmes targeted to
support low-income famil-
ies..,” itadded.

IMPORTS UP

LPG imports rose 10.30 per
cent year-on-year (y-o-y) to
1.82 million tonnes (mt) in
January 2025. However, it
fell by 2.2 per cent on a
monthly basis, as per the
Petroleum Planning & Ana-
lysis Cell (PPAC).

During April-January in
FY25, the in-bound cargoes
increased 15.1 per cent y-o-y
to 17.47 mt on a provisional
basis. In fact, LPG imports
during Q3 FY25 are among
the all-time high numbers
for the December quarter.
Cargoes rose by 11.52 per
cent y-0-y to 5.81 mt. Com-
pared with Q3 FY23, the im-
ports were higher by 18.10
per cent. October 2024 ship-
ments almost touched 2 mt
(1.985 mt).

Imports of POL products
went up 8.2 per cent y-o-y
during April-January FY25
to 43.08 mt, mainly due to
increase in imports of pet-
coke and LPG, etc, PPAC
stated.

Imports made due to defi-
cit in production viz, LPG
and Lubes/ LOBS accounted

Source: PPAC, MoPNG

for 46.2 per cent share of
total POL products import
during 10M FY25 compared
to 43.2 per cent a year-ago.
Share of LPG alone was 40.5
per cent, it added. LPG pro-
duction stood at 1.18 mt in
January 2025.

PMUY’S IMPACT

As of December 2024, the
PMUY scheme (Ujjwala 1.0,
2.0 and extended) covers
around 10.33 crore benefi-
ciaries, since its launch in
May 2016. As of December
2024, atotal of 75.1 lakh con-
nections have been issued
under the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY-II
extended scheme).

The highest percentage of
PMUY connections since its
inception in May 2016 have
been in the Eastern regionat
32.4 per cent. It is followed
by Northern region (29.7 per
cent), Western region (21.5
per cent), Southern region
(10.5 per cent) and North-
eastregion (6.0 per cent).

South dominates cover-
age of beneficiaries under
State-sponsored  schemes,
with around 1.16 crore cus-
tomers covered mainly in
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, and Telangana, PPAC
stated. Only 1.081 crore
PMUY connections have
been issued as of December
2024 in Southern region,
presumably because a large
number of BPL families
were  already  covered
through State sponsored

schemes, it added.

As of December 2024,
State-controlled oil market-
ing companies (OMCs) cu-
mulatively had 32.89 crore
active domestic LPG cus-
tomers, served through
25,542 distributors. OMC’s
active domestic customers
increased at a CAGR of
around 8.5 per cent during
April 2015 to December
2024. Their LPG distribut-
ors increased at a CAGR of
around 6.3 per cent during
April to 2008 to December
2024,

Around 33.3 lakh new do-
mestic customers were en-
rolled during April-Decem-
ber in FY25. Public sector
OMCs sold nearly 23.1 mt of
LPG, of which about 88.7 per
cent was in the domestic sec-
tor. During the said period,
OMCs recorded a growth of
6.1 per cent y-o-y in total
sales.

LPG UNDER RECOVERY
Motilal Oswal Financial Ser-
vices in a recent comment-
ary discussed the session on
February 13 led by Oil Minis-
ter HS Puriand Oil Secretary
Pankaj Jain during the India
Energy Week (IEW) 2025.
The Ministry of Petroleum &
Natural Gas (MoPNG) has
said that LPG is a regulated
commodity. However, it “re-
mains optimistic” about
OMCGs receiving compensa-
tion to cover LPG under-re-
covery related losses in FY25
till date.
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Delhi-Doha ties evolve
beyond energy trade

India and Qatar are
crafting a multifaceted
strategic partnership that
includes security and
defence cooperation,
health care and education

e recent visit of Sheikh

amim bin Hamad Al

Thani, the Amir of Qatar, to

India marks a momentous

chapter in bilateral relations

between the two countries,

The visit underlined their deepening

strategic partnership, propelled by

shared economic interests, converging

geopolitical perspectives, and amutual
desire for regional stability.

While historically anchored in
energy cooperation, the India-Qatar
relationship has evolved beyond a trans-
actional energy dependency intoa mul-
tifaceted strategic partnership encom-
passing security and defence coopera-
tion, trade, investments, energy,
technology, and vital sectors like health
care, education, and workforce. Qatar
has joined the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Oman, and Kuwait in establishing a
strategic partnership with India.

Qatar has been India’s largest LNG
supplier for decades, accounting for
over 48% of its global LNG imports. This
partnership has formed the backbone of
India’s energy security strategy, ensur-
ing access to stable and affordable
energy supplies while providing Qatar
withalarge and assured market thatis
growing exponentially. According to the
International Energy Agency (IEA),

India’s demand for LNG is set to rise sig-
nificantly by 78% to 64 billion cubic
meters of natural gas equivalent by
2030. This aligns with India’s goal of
increasing natural gas's share in its
energy mix to 15% by 2030, up from
around 6%in 2023.

As India’s economy surges and its
energy demand escalates to meet its
developmental targets under Viksit Bha-
rat, Qatar'srole as a dependable energy
partner becomes even more critical. In
February 2024, India secured a favoura-
blelong-term agreement with Qatar to
import 7.5 million tonnes of LNG annu-
ally for two decades at a total cost of $78
billion. This deal is projected to save
India an estimated $6 billion.

During the visit, both coun-
tries outlined plans to expand
their energy relationship
beyond simply trading LNG,

QIA’s decision to establish an office in
India will facilitate increased invest-
ment flows and strengthen economic
ties between the two nations.

The revised Double Taxation Avoid-
ance Agreement (DTAA) strives tomini-
mise fiscal barriers for Qatari busi-
nesses operating in India. Qatar now
benefits from tax concessions compara-
ble to those of the UAE, especially
regarding digital services and withhold-
ing taxes. Ongoing discussionsabout a
stand-alone Bilateral Investment Treaty,
anticipated to be finalised by 2026, aim
to enhance protection for Qatari invest-
ments in India.

The economic aspect of the India-Qa-
tar relationship received a significant
boost during the visit. Both
nations setan ambitious target
to double bilateral trade to $28
billion by 2030. Strengthening

aiming for a broader partner- bilateral institutional mecha-
ship encompassing green nisms, including establishinga
hydrogen, solar and wind Ausaf Joint Commission on Trade
energy, and carbon capture and Commerce co-chaired by
apd storage (CCS? technolo- Sayeed the ministers of commerce
gies.Qatar committedtocor —————— and industry from both sides
laborating on solar power and revitalising the Joint Busi-

projects and grid integration to assist
India in achieving its 500 GW renewa-
ble energy target by 2030.

The Qatar Investment Authority
(QIA), which has cumulative invest-
ments in India of around $3.5 billion,
pledged to invest an additional $10 bil-
lion in multiple sectors, supporting pro-
jectsunder the Make in India initiative,
promoting economic growth, and gen-
erating employment. QIA has also com-
mitted to establishing a dedicated Green
Energy Fund for India, designating $2
billion from its total allocation. The

ness Council, will support this goal.
Indian businesses view Qatar asa strate-
gic hub for accessing West Asia and
North Africa region and acknowledge
its potential as a profitable investment
destination. Qatar’s National Vision
2030, a plan to diversify its economy
beyond hydrocarbons, aligns seamlessly
with India’s economic goals.

Qatar, like Oman before it, has shown
interest in establishing a bilateral Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) with India, modelled
after India’s CEPA with the UAE, negoti-

The economic aspect of the India-Qatar relationship received asignificant

boost during the recent visit of the Amir of Qatar.

ated in February 2022 in a record time
of under three months. In a sense, this
indicates a growing frustration among
Gulf countries over delays in the India-
GCCFTA negotiations. The discussions
have been stalled by technicalities since
their inception in August 2004, despite
being resumed in November 2022,
backed by efforts made at higher levels.

Bilateral cooperation in the health-
care sector intensified in the post-pan-
demic era. India is keen to expand its
exports of pharmaceuticals and medical
devices, while Qatar is keen on estab-
lishing tie-ups with India’s reputed
super-speciality hospital chains. Like-
wise, both sides are keen to enhance
cooperation in education, technology,
and innovation, including emerging
technologies, startups, and Artificial
Intelligence. The operationalisation of
India’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI)
at Qatar National Bank (QNB) points of
sale and the expansion of QNB's pres-
ence in India highlight efforts to inte-
grate financial systems and facilitate
smoother business transactions.

With over 830,000 Indian expatriates
contributing to Qatar’s economy, the
diaspora remains a vital bridge between
the two countries. It also significantly
contributes to India’s economic devel-
opment through annual remittances
exceeding $4 billion. India applauded
Qatar’s labour reforms, including a non-

HINDUSTANTIMES

discriminatory minimum wage and
streamlined grievance redressal sys-
tems. India extended e-visa facilities to
Qatari nationals, facilitating tourism
and business travel.

On the security side, both nations
condemned cross-border terrorismand
agreed tostrengthen intelligence shar-
ing, cybersecurity, and law enforcement
cooperation, including anti-money
laundering and cybercrime initiatives,

Qatar is uniquely positioned in West
Asiaduetoits vast energy reservesand
strategic location along vital maritime
trade routes. India's dependence on sea-
based trade routes makes Qatar a valua-
ble partner in ensuring maritime secu-
rity. Qatar’s diplomatic outreach
throughout West Asia strategically posi-
tionsitas a neutral mediator in regional
conflicts, offering opportunities for
India to collaborate with it while navi-
gating the complexities of West Asian
geopolitics. The India-Qatar relation-
ship illustrates how countries can over-
come crises and challenges through
pragmatic diplomacy, economic inter-
dependence, and strategic patience.

Ausaf Sayeed is a former secretary to
the Government of India, ministry of

external affairs, and the former
ambassador of India to Saudi Arabia,
Yemen, and Seychelles. The views
expressed are personal
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Government initiates five pilot projects
to deploy hydrogen fuel-based vehicles

‘These vehicles will run on 10 different routes across the country’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment has launched five pilot
projects to deploy hydrogen
fuel-based vehicles for trial
as part of the National Green
Hydrogen Mission, the Min-
istry of New and Renewable
Energy said on Monday.

As many as 37 hydrogen-
fueled vehicles, including buses
and trucks, will be deployed for
trial run under the pilot proj-
ects across the country.

These vehicles will run on
10 different routes across the
country, the ministry said in
a statement.

According to the statement,
the above projects are awarded
to major companies like TATA
Motors Ltd, Reliance Indus-
tries Limited, NTPC, ANERT,
Ashok Leyland, HPCL, BPCL,
and IOCL.

Highlights

» As many as 37 hydrogen-fueled vehicles, including
buses & trucks, will be deployed for trial run

» The above projects are awarded to major companies
like TATA Motors Ltd, Reliance Industries Ltd, NTPC,
ANERT, Ashok Leyland, HPCL, BPCL, and IOCL

» The vehidles that will be deployed for the trial include
15 hydrogen fuel cell-based vehicles and 22 hydrogen
internal combustion engine-based vehicles

As part of the National
Green Hydrogen Mission, the
government has initiated five
pilot projects for using Hydro-
gen in buses and trucks.

Earlier, the ministry had
issued guidelines for imple-
menting pilot projects in the
transport sector under this
mission.

Accordingly, the ministry
said, proposals were invited

for different types of hydro-
gen-based vehicles, routes, and
hydrogen refuelling stations.

After detailed scrutiny,
the ministry has sanctioned
five pilot projects consisting
total of 37 vehicles (buses and
trucks), and 9 hydrogen refuel-
ling stations.

The vehicles that will be
deployed for the trial include
15 hydrogen fuel cell-based

vehicles and 22 hydrogen
internal combustion engine-
based vehicles.

The total financial support
for selected projects made
available will be around Rs 208
crore from the Centre.

These pilot projects are
likely to be commissioned in
the next 18-24 months, paving
the way to the scaleup of such
technologies in India.

‘The thrust area for provid-
ing support under the scheme
is the development of commer-
cially viable technologies for
the utilisation of hydrogen in
the transport sector as fuel in
buses and trucks and support-
ing infrastructure like Hydro-
gen refuelling stations.

One of the objectives of
the mission is to support the
deployment of green hydrogen
as fuel in buses and trucks, ina
phased manner on a pilot basis.

‘These pilot projects can dem-
onstrate safe and secure opera-
tions, assess the effectiveness of
hydrogen-based vehicles and
refuelling stations, validate tech-
nical feasibility and performance,
and evaluate their economic
viability, thereby, leading to
hydrogen-based vehicles and
hydrogen refuelling stations
under real-world operational
conditions.
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Govt launches 5 projects for
hydrogen-fuelled vehicles

The government has launched five pilot projects to deploy
hydrogen-based vehicles fortrial as part of the National Green
Hydrogen Mission, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy said
on Monday. As many as 37 hydrogen-fuelled vehicles, including
buses and trucks, will be deployed fortrial run under the pilot
projects across the country. The projects are awarded to major
companies like TATA Motors Ltd, Reliance Industries Limited, NTPC,
ANERT, Ashok Leyland, HPCL, BPCL, and IOCL. PTI
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India has become world’s third
largest biofuel producer: Puri

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delhi

INDIA has become the
world’s third-largest biofuel
producer, said petroleum
minister Hardeep Singh
Puri on Monday.

The minister, in his
social media post said
India has become the
seventh-largest exporter
of refined petroleum prod-
ucts, bolstering global trade
and fuel security. Puri high-
lighted India’s progress in etha-
nol blending in petrol, 19.6% as
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of January 2025. India is poised

to reach the 20% milestone

soon, a full five years ahead of
the original 2030 target.
“From quiet town of
Digboito the world’s top
energy markets, In-
dia’s petroleum jour-
ney is a story of resil-
ience and progress,
guided by the visionary
leadership of PM Naren-
dra Modi. In the global energy
landscape, India stands
strong,” said the minister on
the social media post X.
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Mapping her work

More rural women are now self-employed.
The reasons for this shift are unclear

FArRZANA AFRIDI

THELATEST ROUNDS of the periodiclabour
force surveys show that overall employ-
ment, particularly sel~employment, among
rural women, has increased significantly
since 2017-18. Most of these women report
being helpers in a home-based enterprise.
This increase in wormnen's ime allocated to
income generating work begs the question:
How and whereare women saving time and
reallocating that saved time to work?

Women spend a majority of their daily
time cooking, as shown by the 2019 Time
Use Survey of India. A granular 24-hour
time use survey of almost 3,000 primary
cooks in households in rural Indore by my
co-authors andl finds that of the 60 hours
of time spent on domestic work by rural
women per week, the majority { more than
40 hours) is spent on cooking and cleaning
— almost four hours per day, on average,
which is equivalent to a part-time job.
Almost 75 per centofthese women use fire-
woodand cow dung for cooking, which not
only makes cooking and cleaning more
time-consuming, but also exposes these
women to cardiovascular and lung disease
due to indoor smoke mhalation.

Could the Pradhan Mantri UjjwalaYojana
(PMUY) programme have increased the
home productivity of rural women and re-
duced the time they spend on cooking and
fuelcollection? Inthesame survey, we asked
the primary cooks what fuel they used for
cooking the lastmealalong with estimating
the time taken to cook that entire meal for
the family. Comparing the average time
taken by the primary cook to prepare the last
meal for the family in households thatdo not
have LPG access {and therefore use solid fu-
elsorthe traditional chulha for cooking ) ver-
sus those households that have LPG access,
we find that it takes approximately 30 min-
utes less imeto prepare ameal ifLPG is used
rather than solid fuels for cooking,

Subsequently, when households with
and without LPG connec tions are matched
onsimilar characteristics {(including in-
come), the time use data show lower time
spent on fuel collection and fuel making by
women in households with LPG access rel-
ative to those who do not have an LPG ac-
countin rural Indore. There is potentiallya
large reduction in time spent in dung col-
lecion of almost 70 minutes per week, al-
though the time savings in firewood collec-
tion are small (about 10 minutes per week ).
Other domestic work falls by about 20 min-
utes perday. Hence the daily time saving is
at most 30 minutes for these women.

However, we find no increase in time
spentby these women on income-generat-
ing work (either work for pay or as helpers
in household enterprises or self-employ-
ment) in households with LPG access. But
almostall thedaily ime saved is reallocated
to leisure (about 20 minutes perday). While
LPG can indeed improve women's welfare,
why do we not observe an increase in their
labour foree participation?

$The IndianEXPRESS

First, itis worth noting that fuel collec-
tion is an activity undertaken once a week
or about four times a month by most rural
households. Hence, a shift to LPG does not
entail daily time-saving. Second, the 20-30
minutes of daily ime-saving from cooking
is not sufficient forwomen tostep outofthe
home and take up a full-time job. Not sur-
prisingly, our analysis suggests that the time
saved is reallocated to leisure.

Most importantly, how do we value this
time that womenare saving daily, of about 30
minutes approximately? In rural areas, paid
work available is primarily manual and low
skilled with low wages. The potential ime
saving of about 30 minutes estimated is val-
ued at only about 5 per centof rural monthly
householdincome, given the rural daily wage
for unskilled, manual labour {corresponding
to these women's primary level of education
and lack of vocational or technical skills),
Access o manufacturing jobs or service-sec-
tor jobs, which giveyou higher retumsand in-
crease the opportunity cost of women's do-
mestic work, is almost absent in most rural
areas. Notonly is the value of women's time
relatively low, thereare very few opportunities
for flexible work for women in this context.
The average ferale employment rate inthe
contextis only 15 per cent and primarily in
agricultural self-employment. Hence, these
households do not have a large enough incen-
tive tosave wormen's imein cookingand fuel
collection by shifting to regular usageof LPG.

While households may have an LPG
connection, the usage of LPG continues to
be low in rural India. The PMUY programime
has undoubtedly been a huge success.
However, these households donotuse LPG

Tue, @4 March 2825

How do we value this time
that women are saving daily,
of about 30 minutes
approximately? In rural areas,
paid work available is
primarily manual and low
skilled with low wages. The
potential time saving of about
30 minutes estimated is
valued at only about 5 per
cent of rural monthly
houschold income, given the
rural daily wage for unskilled,
manuallabour
(corresponding to these
womens primary level of
education and lack of
vocational or technical skills).
Access to manufacturing jobs
orservice-sector jobs is
almost absent in

most rural arcas,

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/76912734

C R Sasikumar

regularly for cooking. They engage in
mixed-fuel cooking, as aresult of whichthe
usage of LPG cylinder refills is very low.
While the maximum usage by a four-mem-
ber household would be about 12 cylinders,
ifthe only fuelused by the householdisLPG,
the data shows that the average annual us-
ageis only about three LPG cylinder refills.

Qean cooking technology, either LPG or
induction, is unlikely to save large chunks of
time inone go to allow women towork full-
time and bring ina substantialamount of in-
come tothe household. The disincentives for
adopting cleantechnology are heightened by
the factthattypically it is men who make de-
cisions about the purchase of LPG refills. Thus,
the low bargaining power of these women
further binds them to using dirty fuels.

The fact sheet on the 2024 Time Use
Survey shows a 1.5 percentage point in-
crease inoverall employment and 24 more
minutes spentonemploymentactivities by
women, relative to 2019. The reasons be-
hind the observed 20 percentage point in-
crease in women's self-employment be-
tween 2017-18 and 2023-24, therefore,
remains unresolved,

We await more granular, recent dataon
women's time use to better understand
how much ofthe risein women's work par-
ticipationisattributable to methodological
changes in the PLFS survey and how much
ofitis a real, meaningful change in Indian
women's time allocation.

The writer is professor of Economics, ISI
Dethi, and head, Digital Platforms and
Women's Economic Empowerment
(DPWEE) Progrumine
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OIL IMPORTS FROM
RUSSIA DECREASED
10 2-YR LOW IN FEB.

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, MARCH 3

Indian imports of
Russian erude slumped to
1.4 million barrels per day
{bpd) in February, down
by 14.9 per cent compared
to January, according to
the data.

For India the costs have
spiked and the cheap
Russian barrels are disap-
pearing as Indian refiners
are keeping away from
tankers sanctioned by S,

Indian refiners have
been scrambling for alter-
natives after the US sanc-
tions designated hun-
dreds of tankers, as well
as ail traders.

India relied on more
from Iraq for crude impo-
rt, second-largest oil sup-
plier after Russia, whose
volumes rose by 8.3 per
cent in February com-
pared to January,
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Regulator bans road transport
of petroleum products at night

Rituraj Baruah
rituraj.baruah@livemint.com
NEWDELHI

etroleum products canno

longerbe transported by

road at night and vehicles
must be checked every three
monthsto ensure that all safety
fittings are installed, main-
tained and tested, the Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Regula-
tory Board said.

The guidelines on trans-
porting petroleum products by
road follow recent accidents
involving trucks carrying liqui-
fied petroleum gas.

PNGRB suggested avoiding
roads to transport bulk petro-
leum products over long dis-
tances and using pipelines or
railway rakes instead. Itadded
that spare pipeline capacity of
oil marketing companies be
utilized under product sharing
orascommon carriersto trans-
port petroleum products.

Onl0 December, the regula-
tor proposed developing nine
LPG pipelines with a cumula-
tive length of 3,470 kmto con-
nect 50 bottling plants with
ports andrefineries.

“While deciding the mode of
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PNGRB strictly prohibited transporting petroleum products by
tankersor lorries between 11pm and 6am. HT

travel, commerciality should
not be the only consideration.
Publicsafety is also an impor-
tant consideration, particularly
whenthe travelis over long dis-
tance and through congested
areas,” PNGRB said.

The board asked oil market-
ing companiesto develop com-
prehensive journey manage-
ment plans covering aspects
suchas authorized stops along
a particular route, sensitising
drivers and crews on black
spotsand accident-proneareas,
emergencyactionstobe taken
in case of accidents, and
weather forecast fortheroute.

PNGRB strictly prohibited
transporting petroleum prod-
ucts by tankers or lorries
between llpmand 6am, adding
that transport workers should
notbeaskedtoworkmore than
eight hoursadayor48hoursa
week.

InDecember, an LPG tanker
andatruckcollidedontheJai-
pur-Ajmer highway, killing 13
people and leaving about 30
withburn injuries. In January,
a tanker carrying 18 tonnes of
LPG met with an accident in
Coimbatore, causing a minor
gasleakand bringing the cityto
apartial halt.
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NEW SAFETY RULES: USE RAILWAYS OR CAPTIVE PIPELINES OF COMPETITORS

Regulator Wants Oil Cos to Avoid Transportation via Road

Sanjeev Choudhary

New Delhi: Oil companies should
avoid road transportation of bulk
petroleum products over long dis-
tances and instead use railways or
captive pipelines of their competi-
tors, the downstream regulator
has said in its latest safety guideli-
nes after a devastating pre-dawn
accidentand subsequentfirekilled
several people in Jaipur.

“Captive pipelines of other oil
marketing companiesshould beut-
ilised to the extent of spare capaci-

ty available under product sharing
or as common carriers,” the Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Regulatory
Board (PNGRB) has said in its gui-
delines for safe road transporta-
tion of petroleum products, LPG,
and natural gas. “PNGRB may be
informed in the case of the latter.”

These guidelines were issued in
the wake of an LPG tanker acci-
dent near Jaipur last December,
killing about 20 people.

In recent years, PNGRB has so-
ught to turn state-run oil compani-
es’ captive fuel pipelines into com-
mon carrier facilities, a move the

ROAD TO SAFETY
Guidelines
issued in wake
of LPGtanker
accident near Jaipur last
Dec thatkilled 20 people

pipeline owners have opposed. In
2022, the regulator wrote to state-
run oil marketing companies that
the concept of “captive” pipelines

had no legal backing, and that the
PNGRB Act recognised only three
types of pipelines: common carri-
er,contractcarrier,andadedicated
pipeline laid to supply petroleum
products to a specific consumer.

With an “aim to prevent road in-
cidents and to improve overall sa-
fety in road transportation”, the
safety guidelines will have to be
adhered to by “all the entities en-
gaged in the road transportation
of petroleum products,” the regu-
lator said.

These entities have been advised
to submit compliance reports wit-

hinamonth.

The guidelines “strictly prohi-
bit night driving of petroleum
product tankers” between 11 pm
and6am. Exemption can be made
forthose stretches of roads where
driving in the restricted hours is
unavoidable.

“While deciding the mode of tra-
vel, commerciality should not be
theonly consideration,” theregu-
lator said. “Public safety is also
an important consideration par-
ticularly when the travel is over
long distances and through cong-
ested areas.”
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lata Motors, RIL to test run
hydrogen-powered buses, trucks

ﬂur Bureau
Mew Delhi

The Ministry of New & Re-
newable Energy (MNRE) on
Monday sanctioned five pilot
projects for running hydro-
gen powered buses and
trucks with participation
from Tata Motors, Reliance
Industries (RIL) and Ashok
Leyland, among others.

The pilot projects are part
of the National Green Hy-
drogen Mission. Earlier, the
Ministry had issued
guidelines for implementing
such pilot projects in the
transport sector under the
mission.

Accordingly, the Ministry
invited proposals for differ-
ent types of hydrogen-based
vehicles, routes and hydro-
gen refuelling stations.

“After detailed scrutiny,
the MNRE has sanctioned
five pilot projects consisting
of 37 vehicles (buses and
trucks), and nine hydrogen
refuelling stations.

“The vehicles that will be
deployed for the trial include
15 hydrogen fuel cell-based
vehicles and 22 hydrogen in-
ternal combustion engine-

These pilot projects are
part of the National Green
Hydrogen Mission eimix iam

based vehicles,” MNRE said.
The vehicles willrun on 10
routes across India.
State-run entities such as
NTPC, Agency for New and
Renewable Energy Research
and Technology (ANERT),
Hindustan Petroleum Cor-
poration (HPCL), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
(BPCL) and Indian Petro-
leum Corporation (IoCL)
are also part of the projects.

TO SCALE UP

The total financial support
for selected projects will be
around 208 crore from the

Centre. These pilot projects
are likely to be commis-
sioned in the next 18-24
months, paving the way for
the scale-up of such techno-
logies in India.

The thrust area for provid-
ing support under the
scheme is the development
of commercially viable tech-
nologies for the utilisation of
hydrogen in the transport
sector as fuel in buses and
trucks and supporting infra-
structure like hydrogen re-
fuelling stations.

One of the objectives of
the Mission is to support the
deployment of green hydro-
gen as fuel in buses and
trucks, in a phased manner
on a pilot basis.

These pilot projects can
demonstrate safe and secure
operations, assess effective-

ness of hydrogen-based
vehicles and refuelling
stations.

Itwill also aid in validating
technical feasibility and per-
formance, as well as evaluate
their economic viability,
leading to hydrogen-based
vehicles and hydrogen re-
fuelling stations under real-
world operational
conditions.
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