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Govt launches 10" round
of OALP at energy summit

—
Rishi Ranjan Kala
New Delhi

Oil Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri on Tuesday launched
the 10" bidding round of the
Open Acreage Licensing Pro-
gramme (OALP), offering
more than 1.91 lakh sq km
for oil and gas exploration
and production (E&P).

Launching the latest bid-
ding round on the sidelines
of the India Energy Week
(IEW), Puri said this is the
largest acreage offered in a
single OALP bid round under
the Hydrocarbon Explora-
tion and Licensing Policy
regime.

FOREIGN INVESTORS
The Minister invited inter-
national oil and gas compan-
ies, which are participating
at the India Energy Week, to
investin India’s E&P sector.

This is the first OALP
round launched after Parlia-
ment passed the Oilfields
(Regulation and Develop-
ment) Act in December 2024
for ease of doing business in
the E&P sector.

In the OALP 10th bidding
round, the Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas
(MoPNG) has offered 25
blocks, with an area of
around 1,91,986.21 sq km

In this bidding
round, the
largest in terms
of land area, the
Ministry of
Petroleum and
Natural Gas

has offered

25 blocks totalling
1.91 lakh sq km

spread over 13 sedimentary
basins. Of the 25 blocks on
offer, 16 blocks with an area
of 97,919.6 sq Km (51 per
cent) fall in the earlier ‘No-
Go’ area; six are on-land; six
in shallow water; one in deep
water; and 12 are in ultra
deep-water areas

The blocks are spread over
Category-1 (9 blocks), Cat-
egory-1I (11 blocks) and Cat-
egory-IIT (5 blocks) Basins
This bid round is primarily
an offshore bid round with
19 offshore blocks covering
an area of 1.75 lakh sq km
and13 blocks spanning 1.33
lakh sq km falling in deep wa-
ter and ultra deepwater.

Further, for OALP round
X, a new e-bidding portal is
available for transparent and
secure bidding with addi-
tional ease of doing business
features.
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