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GOVT REPORT FLAGS
DEPENDENCE ON
(OAL FOR ENERGY
REQUIREMENTS
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NEW DELHI: While India’s energy
needs are rising rapidly, the sup-
ply is still heavily dependent on
coal, which accounted for nearly
79% of the total in 2023-2024, the
Energy Statistics 2025 released
on Saturday said.

Despite a boom in renewable-
energy installations, coal pro-
duction grew by 1L71% in
2023-24, reaching 997.83 million
tonnes, up from 893.19 million
tonne in the previous year, the
report, released by the ministry
of statistics and programme
implementation, showed.

"In the context of rapidly
growing economies, especially in
densely populated regions like
Asia, there is an urgent need to
shift towards cleaner energy
sources,” the report said. “Coal
has underpinned the expansion
of electricity generation and
industry, and remains the largest
single fuelin the energy mix.”

According to official projec-
tions, India is likely to account
for a quarter of the global energy
demand in the next two decades.

To be sure, the share of the
energy sector in emissions
decreased from 59.74% in 2014
to 56.53% in 2020, the report
added. In petroleum, high-speed
diesel was the dominant prod-
uct, accounting for 42% of total
production, followed by petrol at
16%, the report showed.

The per capita energy con-
sumption in the world's fifth-
largest economy jumped 23%in
the last decade (from 22,434
mega joules/person in 2014-15 to
27,574 mj/person in 2023-24),
pointing to higher demand.
India is currently the world's
third-largest oil and LPG con-
sumer, fourth largest LNG
importer and the fourth largest
refiner.

Renewable energy resources
saw a growth of 1115% during
2023-24 over 2022-23, the report
showed, but they aren't enough
tomeet the country'sincreasing
demand due to economic expan-
sion, a growing population and
extreme weather,

“Estimating future demand
accurately has become
extremely important to prevent
supply-demand mismatches and
outages,” said Vivek Choudhuri,
an engineer with the Central
Electricity Authority.

Page No. 10, Size:(3.02)cms X (18.18)cms.



INDIAN EXPRESS, Delhi, 30.3.2025

Page No. 13, Size:(6.10)cms X (2.66)cms.

Crupe Watcn
OIL RISES FOR THIRD STRAIGHT WEEK

New York: Oil prices tellon Friday but ganed for a third consecutive
week, Brentcmde futures fell or0.5% to settle at $73.63 a bamrel. US
WTTfutures tell 0.8% to close at 56936 a barrel. Ona weekly basis,
Brent futures gained 19%, while WT1 rose 1.6%. REUTERS
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